
<J~jke~~ 

TIBUltCIC 

1835 
0 

1875 

hy ____ 1?~t~f 1)_'. __ J~. 
/.~~-~~ 





~~,Ike~~ 

'rIBU!CIO 

ILLUSTRATIONS AND 

HAND-LETTERED 1EXT 
BY THE AUTHOR 

1835 1875 

hy __ w~ 



CONTcNTS 
FO~WORP 3 
VASQIIIDZ 5 
TIIE MAKING 

OF A BANDIT 7 
1873 15 
KINGSTON 24 
1874 26 
CRJMB AND 
PU~I8IIMENT 32 

EPILOGUlt 40 

~ 
GRATEFUL ACl<NOWLED6EMENT TO 

© COP'<R1Gt\1·RALPH R/\MB0·\%8· 

fDITORIAL CONSULTANTS 
CtYDE ARBUCKLE- CALIFORNIA rhslORIAN 

WILLIAM RAMBO-STANFORD UNIVERSITY 

foR FACTUAL AND TECHNICAL INFO .. 

\RENE 51MPSON-HISTORY RooM DIRECTOR 

WELLS-FARGO BANK-S.F 
Ausm-1 WARBURTON- SANTA CLARA 
THERON Fox- SAN JosE LANDMARKS CoM. 

FoR INFORMATION ON CANTUA CANYON 
[DNA DOMENGI NE- Los BANOS 
GEORGE FRUSETTI- TRES Pll'WS 
J L. WHEATON- TRES P1 NOS 

81BLIOGRAPHY 
THE CALIFORNIA OUTLAW-GREENWOOD 
INCLUOING AN ACCOUNT BY GEORuEBEERS 
l-\lSTOR'< OF5ANTA(LARA(OUNTY-5AWYER 

" - H. s. FOOTE 
SAN JOSE MERCURY 1875 
HISTORIC 5?01'5 IN CALIF. -HoovER 0( RENSCH 
[~.TRACTS FROM NEWSPAPERS, MAGAZINES AND 
LOCAL COUNTY RECORDS OF THE PERIOD. 



FOREWORD 
~ 

ALIFORHIA BANDIT HISTORY IS OBSCURED IN A L TERARY BLEND 

- ~~:,JPI·=;,-'-- OF LEGEND, FOLKLORE, AND INTERMINGLED FACT AND FICTION. 
• _,~ \ - H1STOR ANS DISAGREE ON OUTLAWS

1 

NAMES AS WELL AS DATES 
- '. . AND DETAILS OF THEIR ACTIVITIES.AUTHORS LESS DEDICATED 

. --
TO FACT OFTEN DEPICT SOME NOTORIOUS BADMAN AS A ROMANTIC MIXTURE 
OF ZORRO AND ROBIN Hooo, TYPICALLY AGAINST A BACKGROUND OF BlOOD 
AND 1HUNDER WHICH PALES ONLY IN COMPARISON WITH THE CUMULATIVE 

II ,1 

MAYHEM OF TODAY
1

S GUNSMOKE. 

JoAQU(N MuRlETA IS A PRIME EXAMPLE OF SUCH CONFUSION No ONE 
MAN (OULD POSSIBLY HAVE PERPETRATED SO MAN'1' FAR SEPARATED, SIM
ULTANEOUSL't' OCCURR\MG CR MES, OR COULD HAVE NHABITEO SUCH AN 

I NCR EDIBLE NUMBER rn= ''MuRIETA,. (AVES, RocKS AND FAVORITt LAIRS. 

IN THE 1850
1

5, BANDl15 RAN RAMPA MT O\JER MOST OF (ALIFORN A 
AND A REMARKABLE NUMBER BORE THE. SURNAME OF "JoAQUI N ,,, 

(AREFUL HISTORIANS., CORRELAT NG REPORTS, CAN PRODUCE AT LEAST 
FIVE SEPARATE 'J0Aauf Ns

11

-CAR LLO, Bon1uER, VALENZUELO, OcoMORENO 

AND MURI ETA-ALL ACTIVE AT THE SAME TIME! THE AGGREGATE 

FANCY OF WR TERS OF THE PER OD S REPRESENTED N REAMS OF 

ROMANT\C AND USUALLY LEGENDARY PRESENTATIONS. 

FORTUNATELY, THE EXPLOITS OF THE ONE-AND-ONLY Ti BURCIO 

VASQUEZ CAN BE MORE F RMLY BASED ON AUTHENT C RECORDS

HE WAS PER ODICALLY INVOLVED IN THE DUE PROCESS OF LAW. 

THOU6H SEQUENT\AL \H "TIME, THE LIVES OF JoAQU
1

N MURIETA, 

(ONE A~D ALL) A HD OF VASQUEZ, WERE MARKED BY 5 l MILAR\1\ES, 
B01H IN 

11

SKILLS OF THE TRADEllAND \N GEOGRAPH C PATTERN. THEY 
WERE STAGE ROBBERS., HORSE THIEVES AND KILLERS. THEY WERE 

EARLY-(ALIFORN A GANGSTERS ON HORSEBACK AND 8'<' MANY 
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OF THEIR COMPATRIOTS THEY WERE ADMIRED, AND FEARED, AND FOR BOTH 

REASONS WERE OFTEN SHELTERED AND PROTECTED.THEY LED LIVES PLEDGED 
TO A WARFARE A6All'\ST ORGANIZED SOC ETY; MURIETA

0

5 ACTUATED BY THE 
11 

BLIND NG URGE OF SMOLDERING REVENGE': AND VASQUEi EITHER BY VAi N 
IMPULSE,LOVE OF NOTOR ET'{ OR, AS HIS CONTEMPORARIES CONTENDED, 

ll ~ 

S MPLY FROM PURE, NBORN CUSSEDNESS As NAT VE (ALIFORN ANS THEY 

FELT THE R RACE WAS V CT MIZED AND THEIR SOCIAL RIGHTS ABUSED BY 

THE EVER NCREASING NFLUX OF THE INTOLERANT,
1

GR/NG0~
1 

IN MANY 

CASES SUCH FEELINGS WERE ENTIRELY JUSTIFIED. 

WHEN ONf OF1HE .SUPPOSE0
10 

MURIE1AS PAD THE PENALTY AT-rnEA6EOF24 

HE HAD BEEN N THE SPOTLIGHT ONLY THREE '/EA RS . VASQUEZ WAS 
MORE DURABLE. (OUNT NG THE 10 YEARS SPENT M STATE PRISOtt,r\\S 
SKILL, DAR NG AND LUCK ENABLED HIM TO SPREAD A LURID CAREER 
OVER A SPAN OF MORE "THAN TWO DECADES. 

4 

// 

VASQUEZ CANNOT BE CONS DERED THE BANDIT OF SANTA (LARA 

VALLEY:' FOR HE RANGED WIDELY FROM SONOMA TO los ANGELES. 
Bur OUR VALLEY WASH s WATERLOO AND N THE END IT WAS HERE 
T~AT HE WAS JAILED, CONV CTED, EXECUTED AND BUR ED. 



·. 0 ASQUEZ WAS BORN NA MON1ERE'i', (AUFORNIA ADOBE 
,\, . v ·~ - 1 { NEAR (OLTON HAl.L, AUGUST I, 1835. IT S POSS BU~ THAT 
"" ~<: ,.,_ , HE WAS RELATED TO A Tl BURC O VASQUE7 WHOSE NAME 

APPEARS ON AN OLD MAP AND ON TKE L 51 Of THE FIRST 
P08LAOORES SELECTED TO SEHLE THE °PUEBLO DE SAN JOSE IH 181- OR 

To Dot-i JosE T BuRci'o VASQUEZ, A MEMBER OF CAPTA N JuAN BAUTISTA 
DE ANZA S EXPEOITIO~ WH CH ARRIVED IN SAN fRANCISCO N 177b. HIS PARENTS 

WERE RESPECTABLE CITIZENS ANO H S THREE BROTHERS AND TWO SISTERS 
FOLLOWED N THE R TRADITION. THE YOUNG TIBURCIO ATTENDED SCHOOL 
N MONl"ERE'Y ANO WAS SAIO 10 HAVE HAD ABOVE AVERAGE N1ELLIGENCE 

As FOR H S 'YOUTHFUL ACT VIT ES, IT IS RECORDED ONLY THAT HE WAS 
// 11 

A PALE, WILD AND HARUM-SCARUM BO'{. 

As AN ADULT, HE WAS Ll6\-\T COMPLEXIONED, WITH FUll L PS AND FINE 

WHITE TEETH, BLACK HAIR AND HAD A SUNKEN LEFT EYE. HS HEIGHT 

VARltS N DIFFERENT BIOGRAP\-\\ES BUT ACCORD\NG 10 5AN1A (LARA 
CoutH't' RECORDS HE WAS JUST UNDER FIVE AND A HALF FEETTALL AND 
COULD NOT HAVE WEIGHED N EXCESS Of 140 LBS. THIS L GHT WEIGHT 

WAS TO PROVE A BOON 10 THE (ALWAYS WHITE) HORSES HE RODE IN HS 

MANY EXHAUST NG MARATHON ESCAPES. HE DRESSED WITH EHRAVAGANT 

NEATNESS IN CHARACTER STIC, EARLY (AUFORNIO COSTUMES. HE WORE A 

RATHER THIH AND SCRAGGLY MOUSTACHE ANO CH\N BEARD, HARDLY THE 
MAGE TO REFLECT HIS REGN OF TERROR AND CONSEQUENT REPUTATION. WHEN 

TI-\E OCCASION DEMANDED, HE (OULD BE GRACIOUS WITH A POL TENESS BOR
DERING THE CHARMING DURING MANY OF HIS ROBBER ES HE TOOK PAINS 
TO APOLOGIZE, L GHTLY EXPLA\N NG THAT THE VICTIM'S LOSS WAS ONLY 
TEMPORARY AND WAS TO BE COHSIDERED MERELY A LOAN LATER 10 BE 

REPAID w TH NTEREST. Bur NO SUCH REIMBURSEMENT WAS EVER 

RECORDED! 

THERE CAN BE NO DOUBT REGARDING HIS ROMAIH\C PURSUITS\ 
IN FACT THE MAGNITUDE OF THIS AMOROUS BRIGAND'S LOVE LIFE WAS SUCH 
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THAT ONE WONDERS HOW HE EVER FOUND 1HE TIME-OR THE ENERGY FOR 

SIMPLE BANDITRY! YOUNG VASQUEZ WAS A 6REAT FAVORITE WITH THE 

MONTEREY StNORITAS AND LA1ER WOULD MAINTAIN A WIDE ACQUAINTANCE
SHIP AMONG THE DARK-EYED BEAUTIES IN MANY A CANTINA FROM SAN JosE 
TO Los ANGELES. PERHAPS THEY FIRED HIS OVER-DEVELOPED VANITY AND 
STIMULATED HIS DREAMS OF COHQUEST; IN FACT IT WAS TO BE AN AMOROUS 

LAPSE THAT NOIRECTLY LED TO HIS INGLORIOUS DEMISE. 

SENORITAS 1N MANY A cANTl~A- FROM SAH Jost ro Los ANGELES. 



The making of a bandit 
,, ,, 

HILE NOT REACHING 1HE PEAK OF H S CAREER UNTIL ABOUT 

1870, VASQUEZ STARTED HIS CALVALCADE OF CRIME IN 

MONTEREY IN 185 AT THE AGE OF 6. HE FELL INTO THE 

_- .· _. , LOW COMPANY OF ANASTACIO GARCIA (ALSO KNOWN A5 

THREE-f NGERED JAcK), A HORSE-Tri EF AND ROBBER. VASQUEZ, GARCIA 

AND ANOTHER QUESTIONABLE CH/\RACTER, JOSE HIGUERA, ONE NIGHT 

ATTENDED A FANDANGO IN A MONTERE'( CAN11NA AGUARDIENTE FLOWED 

FREEL'< AND GARCIA BE.CAME INSANELY DRUNK. (ONSTABlE W LLIAM 

HARDMOUNT OF MONTEREY, A POPULAR OFFICER, WAS CALLED 10 QUIET THE 

ENSU NG RI01. HE WAS FATALLY SHOT OR STABBED BY ONE OF THE TRIO, 

WHICH ONE WAS NEVER TO BE DEFINl1ELY DETERMINED. VASQUEZ AND 

GARCIA FLED, BUT THE SEVERELY WOUNDED MIGUERA WAS CAUGHT BY A 

MONTEREY MOB AND SUMMARILY HANGED THE NEXT MORNING. 

0URIN6 1HEIR FOLLOWING 
11

RETREA1'' IN A MOUNTAIH HIDEOUT, GARC A 

TOOK THE OPPORTU N\TY TO TEACH HIS WILLING NEOPHYTE THE RUDIMENTS 

OF AMBUSH AMO ROBBERY. VASQUEZ PROVED AN EAGER LISTENER, SHOW-,, ,, 
ING SUCH APTITUDE IN H S PRACTICE FORAYS ON LONELY WAYFARERS 

AS TO SUGGEST THAT UNDOUBTEDLY THE PUPIL WOULD SOON SURPASS THE 
TEACHER. Bur SUCH RIVALRY WAS NOT TO BE; SIX MONTHS LATER

GARCIA WAS APPREHENDED N Los ANGELES, RETURNED TO MONTEREY 

AND LYNCHED BY A MOB. 

AT ABOUT TH S CAREER PO NT, MAN)' EARLY BIOGRAPHERS NSER1ED 
AN ADVENTUROUS AND ROMANTIC LITTLE LOVE STORY-VASQUEz' ABDUCT

ION OF
11
THE BEAUTIFUL MAIDEN ANITA': THESE FANCIFUL ANO HIGHLY 

VARIABLE ACCOUNTS SMACK STRONGLY OF THE SENSATIONAL,D ME-NOVEL 

INFLUENCE. THE TRUE ADVENTURES OF VASQUEZ ARE SUFFIC EN1LY 

SENSATIONAL TO REQUIRE NO MODERN VERSION OF SUCH FOLK LORE 
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AN NTERLUDE OF CALM WAS NITIATED IN 857 WHEN WITH A 

COMPANION HE STOLE A HERD OF CATTLE ON THE SANTA (LARA RIVER 

NEAR Los ANGELES. VASQUEZ WAS CAPTURED AND SENTENCED TO FIVE 

YEARS IN SAN QuornN. HE SERVED TWO YEARS AND THEN, DURING 

A GENERAL JAIL BREAK, ESCAPED. RECAPTURED, HE WAS FINALLY 

RELEASED JN 1Bb3. 

foR A SHORT TIME VASQUEZ TRIE:D PROFESSIONAL GAMBLING IN 
THE NEW ALMADEN QUICKSILVER MINES, THEN IN FULL PRODUCTION. 

HE APPARENTLY DECIDED THERE MUST BE EASIER WAYS TO MAKE MONEY 

ANO WHEN AN ITALIAH BUTCHER WAS MURDERED IN A $400 ROBBERY N THE 

THE ENRIQUETA MINE VILLAGE, CAPTAIN JAMES HICKS ADAMS,OUR MOST 

FAMOUS SANTA (LARA COUNTY SHERIFF,STRONGL'f SUSPICIONED VASQUEZ' 
IMPLICATION. Bur BECAUSE HE WAS THE ONLY ONE AVAILABLE SPEAKING 

SPANISH AND ENGLISH, VASQUEZ, OF ALL PERSONS, WAS ASKED TO ACT AS 

INTERPRETER AT THE INQUEST! HE 11
INTERPRETE0'' THE PROCEEDINGS SO 

I/ 

CLEVERLY THAT THE JURY PROMPTLY RETURNED A VERDICT OF MURDERED 

BY PERSONS UNKNOWt{ SHORTLY THEREAFTER, SHERI FF ADAMS FOUND THAT 

VASQUEZ AND A FAUSTINO LORENZO WERE INDEED DIRECTLY INVOLVED 
BUT SUFFICIENT NCR MINATIHG E\/ DENCE WAS LACKING. 

FROM 18~'+ TO 86b VASQUEZ MINGLED WITH THE FAMOUS RENEGADES, 

JUAN Sorn ANO TOMAS REOONOO,AUAS PROCOPIO. Soro WAS CONSIDERED 

JUAN-Soro-,HE FIERCEST OUTLAW IN CALIFORNIA 



WITHOUT CAMERA OR DIRECTOR 

THE FIERCEST OUTLAW IN CALIFORNlA. 

/N CONTRAST TO THE STARTUNGL'< 
HANDSOME PRocoP10, Sorn, OF A 

MIXED INDIAN- MEXICAN DESCENT 
It 

WAS S X- FEET-TWO, EYES A NAME-,, 
LESS BLUE, AND A PICTURE Of UGLY 

VILLANY H1s FACE ON THE WAtUED 

P051ERS WELL WARRANTED THE 

CAP11m<'HuMAN W1LocAr" EVEN 
HIS OWN COMPA~IONS FEARED HIM. 

BRUTAL AND RUTHLESS, Som WAS 
TO BE LATER SLAIN BY HARRY 

MORSE, SHERIFF OF ALAMEDA 
(OUNTY, IN A CLASSIC GUN BA"TTlE 

CONSIDERED ONE OF THE MOST 
SPECTACULAR OF ALL WESTERN ,, ,, 
SHOOT-OUTS. 

IN COMPAN'< WITH 1H S SET OF OUTLAWS, VASQUEZ ATTEMPTED TO RUN 
OFF A HERD OF CATTLE IN SONOMA Cout·HY IN \8~7 BUT AS A HORSE-AND

CAHLE 1HIEF HE AGA\H P~OVEO A FAILURE, A1 LEAST TEMPORARILY. HE 
DALLIED 10 ROMANCE A RANCHER'S DAUGHTER AND WAS CAPTURED, THIS 

LEADIHG TO AN01HER TERM IN SAN QUENTIN. r\E WAS RELEASED N 1870 

AND, APPAREtHL't' RESOLVING TO MEND HIS WAYS, TOOK TEMPORAR't' ABODE 
IN SAN JUAN WITH THE ABELARDO SALAZAR FAMILY. THE STORY GOES 

THAT \-\\S EVE.R-READ~ ROMAtH C NCLINATIONS WERE SOON F RED BY THE 

CHARMS OF 5ALAZA~S WIFE WHOM HE ABDUCTED, FLEEING TO THE MOUN
TAINS. THE INCENSED SALAZAR SWORE OUT A WARRANT FOR ti S ARREST 

BUT A FACE-TO-FACE MEE11NG ON A BACK STREET IN SAN JUAN SET1LED 

THE AFFAIR. IN A 1'i'PICAL WILD WEST BATTLE, VASQUEZ WAS SHOT IN 

THE NECI< ANO BARELY ESCAPED EASTWARD \NTO THE PANOCHE ,MOUNTAIN$. 

As USUAL THE 10UGM LIT1LE BANDIT QUICKLY RECUPERATED, BUT HE NOW 

BORE A NECK SCAR THAT WOULD BRAND HIM FOR LIFE. 

E NL ST NG ANOTHER PA R OF RUFFIANS, FRANCISCO BARCENA AND 
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THE 
@ Pl N NACLE5 - DISCOVERED 

BY VANCOUVER 1794 
POSSIBLE BANDIT l-\lDEOUi 

(j) flREBAUGH's FERRY RAID 

MAP SHOWS PARTIAL AREA 
OF TBURCIO VASQUEZ OPERATIONS 

(DRAWH CONDENSED- NOT TO SCALE) 
185~-1875 

CD GUN F GHT ~~ 
@ GUN FIGHT ~~" 
@ STAGE ROBBERY 

(1) 21 MILE-HOUSE RAID 

@ St-1YOER
0

S STORE. RAIDED, THREE MURDERED 
(AT PAlCIME.S,THEN CALLED TRES Pirws) 

@ NEW IDRIAQUICKSILVER MINES 
OPE RAT I N6 SINCE 1851 

® CANTUA CAHYON 
FAVORITE HIDEOUT OF 80TH 

tv\URIETA AHO VASQUEZ 



NARCISO RODRIQUEZ, VASQUEZ AND HIS GANG EMERGED TO HOLD UP AND 

ROB 1HE STAGE NEAR SOAP LAKE (SAN FELIPE) ON THE PACHECO PASS 

ROAD, 12 MILES FROM GILROY. EMPLOYING HIS STANDARD PROCEOURE,VASQUEZ 

ORDERED THE PASSENGERS 10 LIE FLAT ON THE GROUND WHILE HE TIED THEIR 

HANDS ALSO IN HIS CUSTOM, PERHAPS TO SALVE HIS CONSCIEN<.t) HE APOLOGIZED 

FOR THE 
11

DIREl't' NEEDED AND ONLY TEMPORARY LOAN'' HE WAS ABOUT TO 

EXTRACT. THESE TWO ROUTINES BECAME SO COMMON THAT THEY NOEUBLY 

MARKED EACH SUCH CR ME WITH THE VASQUEZ STAMP. A MEAGER $ 50 

IN GOLD WAS OBTAINED, PLUS THE USUAL LOOT OF WATCHES AND JEWELRY. 

VASQUEZ WAS SO DISGUSTED 

WITH THIS COMPARATIVELY SMALL 
I/ \I 

HAUL THAT ON THE FOLLOW NG 

DAY HE STOPPED A HOLLISTER 
BANKER, THOMAS McMAHON, ON 

THE SAN JUAN ROAD. UNTIL RE

CENTLY THEY WERE FR ENDS, 

BUT NOW VASQUEZ HAD REASON 

TO BELIEVE (THROUGH HIS EVER

EFFICIENT GRAPEVINE) THAT TOM 
McMAHON WAS INVOLVED IN A 
SCHEME TO EFFECT H S CAPTURE. 

UNTIL THAT DAY-THEY HAD BEEN FRIENDS. AT THE POINT OF A GUN HE RE-

LIEVED MCMAHON OF $750 BUT MISSED ANOTHER $500 THE BANKER HAD 

GEN1LY K CKED UNDER THE WAGON SEAT EVER AFTER, TOM Mc MAHON 

CARRIED A LOADED DOUBLE-BARRELLED SHOTGUN ON HS JAUNTS VASQUEZ 

PRESUMABLY THEREAFTER LOOKED UNDER 'WAGON-SEATS. 

SHERIFF TOM WASSON OF MONTEREY COUNTY WAS ALERTED AND 

ORGANIZED A POSSE TO HALT THE COASTAL-BOUND TRIO. lti iHE "RoCKs'' 
WEST OF SAN JUAN' THE BANDITS WERE APPARENTLY SURROUNDED Bur 
VASQUEZ AND BARCENA, BY DARE-DEVIL R DING, ESCAPED* THEN, H DING 

BY DAY IN THE SAN M GUEL CANYON HILLS AND THE TULES OF THE ELK

HORN SLOUGH, THE TWO MADE THEIR CAUTIOUS WAY TOWARD 5AN1A(RUZ. 

IN SANTA (RUZ, MARSHALL LT ROBER1S WAS WARNED ANO THOUGH ALONE, 
(* RooRtQUEZ WAS LATER CAPTURED AND SERVED 10 YEARS IN SAN OuErvTtN) 

II 



PURSUED THEM AS THEY TURNED EASTWARD 

N QUICK RETREAT. HE SUDDENLY CAME UPON 

THE PAIR AND COVERING THEM,ORDERE01HEM 

TO SURRENDER. 0 RAMATICALLY, THOUGH WITH

OUT DIRECTOR OR CAMERA, A FIERCE, SHORT

RANGE GUN BATTLE WAS STAGED I~ REAL 
LIFE ROBERTS KILLED BARCEHA INSTANTLY 
ANO THOUGH H MSELF SEVERELY WOUNOED, 

HE SH01 VASQUEZ THROUGH 1HE CHEST THEN 
CAME ONE OF THE INCREDIBLE ESCAPES THAT 

WAS TO CHARACTERIZE THE VASQUEZ CAREER. 

THE MARSHALL FACED THEM-ALONE SEVERELY WOUNDED' CHANGING TO THOSE 
ALWAYS AVAILABLE HORSES, HE RODE AT TOP SPEED 70 MILES TO REFUGE IN 

CANTUA CANYON.* 

(ANTUA (A HYON WAS THE FAVORITE HANGOUT OF VASQUEZ, ANO N ALL 

OF CENTRAL CALIFORNIA NO MORE REMOTE, LESS ACCESSIBLE MOUNTAIN 

FORTRESS COULD HAVE BEEN CHOSEN. IN TH S SELECTION HE FOl.LOWED 
THE EARL\ER LEAD OF ONE OF THE SEVERAL MUR\ETAS. IN FACT THE LAST 

FEW OF A GANG OF MURIETA DESPERAOOS MADE PERMANENT RETREAT THERE 

AFTER THEIR LEADER'S DEATH. 
'' RETIREo'' BANDITS STILL NHAB

ITED TH S AREA AS LATE A5 1900; 

TODAY ONLY CRUM BU NG RU NS 

OF 2 ADOBES. BY 1RAIL OR PRIM

TIVE ROAD, IT WAS Sl1UATED 

ABOUT 70 MILES SOUTHEASTOF 

HOUISTER AND SAN JUAN BAUTISTA 

FROM THE WEST, CANTUA CANYON 

COULD ONLY BE ENTERED THROUGH 
SHOULDER-WIDTH, ROCKY GORGES 
THREADED BY HORSE TRAIL HERE 
AT sum POINTS A SMALL ARMY 
COULD BE KEPT AT BAY. 

.. WOUNDED-HE RODE 70 MILES 

* TODAY IT THREADS THE 41,ooo ACRE C!Wn.tA LILLIS CATTLE RANCH ON THE PRESENT 
12 BOUNDARIES OF SAN BENITO ANO FRESNO COUIVTIE.S IN THE GAV/LAN MTNS.OFTHED1A8LO RANGE 



WROHG STAGE-WRONG PASSENGER-AND A TONGUE LASHING 

EtnRAN(E FROM THE SANJOAQUIN WAS MORE ACCESSIBLE SINCE (ANTutCREEK 

WOUND ITS WAY ALONG THE CANYON FLOOR THROUGH AN OPEN\NG TOWARD THE EAST 

INTO THE SANJOAQUIN VALLEY. IT CASCADED DOWN STEEP SLOPES FOR TEN MILES, 

HIGHLIGHTED B'{ ONE BEAUTIFUL WATERfALL BUT WAS SOON LOST IN THE DESERT

LIKE FLATS BELOW. BARREN SENTINEL PEAKS NEAR\NG 5000 fEET HIGH GUARDED 

THIS DESOLATE BASTION A HUNDRED YEARS AGO A SLAUGHTER-HOUSE IN ONE OF 
THE SIDE CANYONS SUPPLIED MEAT FOR THE NEARBY NEW IDRIA QUICKSILVER 

MINES, WORKED AS EARLY AS 1850 AND TODAY STILL \N OPERATION. 

AT NO TIME N THE MURI ETA-VASQUEZ PERIOD IS THERE RECORD OF EITHER 
BANDIT MOLESTING THESE MINES DESPITE THEIR PROXIMITY TO "THE (ANTUA 

CANYON STRONGHOLD. \T CAN BE SUPPOSED THAT AN ARMIST\CE EXISTED BETWEEN 

THE OUTLAWS ANil THE MINE PERSONNEL AND MANAGEMENT. WHEN lAW OFFICER5 
INVADED THIS FORBIDDING 1ERRITORY AND QUESTIONED THE CHILEAN AND MEXICAN 

It ,, 

MINERS THEY COULD EXPECT BLANK LOOKS ANO A SULLEN, QUIEN SABE? THE 

MINERS HAD SEEN NO BANDITS,HAD IN FACT, NEVER HEARD OF A VASQUf:1 OR A 

MURIETA! Bur TWO SUCH PROWLING LAWMEN ONCE WALKED THE LON6 60 

MILES HOME THE BANDITS STOLE THEIR HORSES! 

VASQUEZ TWICE MADE THE MISTAKE OF HOLOIN6 UP THE CONNECTING S1AGE 

BETWEEN THE MINES AND HOLLISTER AHO BOTH TIMES HE WITHDREW Wl1H 

EMBARASSMENT. THE f\RST TIME THE S1AGE CONTAINED1tiE MINE -SUPERINTEN
DENT. THE ~EXT TIME IT CONTAIHEO HIS WIFE! THIS IRATE LADY LEANED OUT Of 

THE STAGE Wlt·\DOW7 AHD CALL\NG VASQUEZ BY HIS FIRST NAME,GAVE HIM A 

* f<AN:.roo-Atf -A WILD SHRUB 13 



BLISTERING TONGUE-LASH NG! To COMPENSATE 

AND SAVE FACE WITH HIS AMUSED FOLLOWERS, 

IT IS SAID VASQUEZ HASTILY CONTRIVED A 

A MORE DISTANT RAID AND ROBBERY 

AFTER RECOVERING FROM HIS BATTLE 

WITH MARSHALL ROBERTS, VASQUEZ WAS 

STRONGLY PERSUADED BY HIS BROTHER,ONCE 
A MotHEREY JUSTICE OF PEACE,THAT HE 

SHOULD LEAVE THE COUNTRY FOR THE SAKE 

OF HIS FAMILY'S HONOR-AND HIS OWN 

PRESERVATION. VASQUEZ R EALIZEO THAT 

THE CHASE WAS GROW NG HOT AND FINAL

LY AGREED. THE BROTHER ADDEO $500 
TO HIS AMPLE STOLEN FUNOS, EXTRACTING 

A SOLEMN PROMISE FROM VASQUEZ THAT 

HE WOULO NEVER RETURN TO THIS 

STATE. So Wini A COMPANION,PROCOPIO, 

VASQUEZ. TOOK SHIP FOR MEXICO. THE 

CANTUA CANYON FAMILY MUST HAVE BREATHED SIGHS OF 
RELIEF. BUT WITH\N TM REE MONTHS HE WAS BACK IN (I\NTUA (AN'ION! THE 
ONLY EXCUSE THAT VASQUEZ GAVE HIS BROTHER WAS HIS FEAR OF CONSCRIP

TION INTO THE MEXICAN ARM'<. 
\ N 1872, A TALENTED AND OARING HIGHWAYMAN, (LOOOVIO (HAVEZ, TOOK 

REFUGE IN (ANTUA U\N'ION, DEST\NED TO BECOME VASQUEz' SECONO IN COMMAND 

AND TO RIDE WITH HIM FOR THE NEXT THREE YEARS,ACTUALLY TO THE DRAM~S ENO. 

ABDON LclVA,A CHILEAN MINER,AND EARLY CANTUA CANYON SETTLER,WAS Al.SO DRAFTED 1NT0 

THE BAND, BUT N01 WITHOUT COERCION IT IS DOUBTFUL 1HAT LEIVA WANTfD TO BECONE 

AN OUTLAW BUT VASQUEZ WAS PERSUASIVE, POSSIBLY BECAUSE 11 WOULD ALLOW HIM TO 

CARR'{ ON A PROGRESSING ROMAMCE WITH LEIVA
1

S W FE,ROSARIA. 

LEIVA'S FIRST CONTRIBUTION WAS THE INFORMATION THAT HENRY MILLER7 

THE CATTLE BARON, WAS ABOUT TO ARRIVE A1 flREBAUGH
1

S fERR't' ON THE 
SAN JOAQUIN ~IVER WITH A $30,000 PAYROLL FOR HIS ARMY OF RANCH 
HA~DS. EV\OENTL'l' MILLER HAO BEEN FOREWARNED, FOR HE FAILED TO 

\4- °* LAY-EE~VAH 



APPEAR. THE DlSGRUtffLED VASQUEZ THEREUPON HELD UP THE PACHECOPASS 
STAGE, Tl ED AND ROBBED THE PASSENGERS ANO THEN 11JRNED TO THE Fl REBAU GH 

STORE HERE THEY TIED UP AND ROBBED 12 MEN1 LOOTED THE SAFE ANO RODE 

OFF LOADED WITH FOOD AND MERCHANDISE. 

ASQUEZ PLANNED THE MORE OARING OF HIS ADVENTURES IN 873. 

FiRST HE SCHEMED TO DERAIL ANO ROB THE SOUTHERN PACIFIC 

~ JA'{ROLL TRA\N TRAVELLING BETWEEN SAN Josi AND G LROY, 

... ACTUALL'{ AT THE TWEN1"'-0NE MILE HousE NEAR THE PRESENT 

MORGAN HILL. 8UT THE SPIKES WERE S1UBBORN AND THE RAILS WERE HEAVY. 

\T WAS A HOT OA"< IH AUGUST AND A SHADY SIESTA WAS DEEMED IN ORDER 

WHILE THEY WERE THUS RELAXED THE TRAIN ROARED PAST. FURIOUS, ANO 

TO COMPENSA1E FOR HIS CHAGR N. VASQUEZ 1URNED TO THE LITTLE HOTEL. 

THERE THE STARTLED CLERK, 

TWO RANCH HANOS,ANO A TRAV

ELING SALESMAN WERE TIED UP 

AND ROBBEO OF $155 AttO THEIR 
WATCHES. THE VICTIMS REPORT

fD THAT VASQUEZ HAO COOLED 
OFF SUFFICIENTLY TO OFFER 

BRIEF APOLOGIES. 

SAFELY BAC.K IH CANTUA 

CANYON, 1HE BANDIT LEADER 

FORMULATED PLANS FOR HIS 

LAST LOCAL ROBBERY THE LAW 

WAS BECOMING NTIMATELY 

ACQUAINTED WITH VASQUEz' 
AND HIS MODUS OPERANDI, 

ANO HE FINALLY RESOLVED 
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TO MAKE A PERMANENT MOVE TO NEW FIELDS IN THE Los ANGELES AREA 
HE PERSUADED LEJVA TO SELL HIS HOLDINGS IN THE CANYON FOR A MERE 

Pl1TANCE AND TO MOVE ROSAR A AND THE LEIVA CHILDREN TO THE RANCH OF 

LEIVA
1

S FORMER EMPLOYER, JIM HEFFNER, NEAR ELIZABETH LAKE IN SOUTHERN 

CALIFORNIA. THIS WAS DOUBTLESS A LONG-RANGE PLAN ON THE (HIEF's 

PART SO THAT HIS STILL-CONCEALED ROMAHCE WITH ROSARIA MIGHT BE 

CONTINUED (BY ALL ACCOUNTS, ROSARIA WAS DEFINITELY QUITE HOMELY 
AND DEC DEOLY ROTUND! APPARENTLY HER LOVE OF ADVENTURE AND HER 

FLEXIBLE AFFECTIONS OVERCAME THESE SLIGHT DETRACTIONS) 

Now VASQUEZ MADE PLANS FOR H 1s cRowN1 NG EXPLOIT. StwoER's STORE 
ANO H01El. AT TRES PINOS WAS SELECTED AS THE "TARGET~ 11 WAS THE 

ONLY STORE SERVING A LARGE AREA AND A STAGE STOP ON THE RUN TO THE 
NEW IDRIA QUICKSILVER MINES. THERE WAS NO BANK. TRES P1NOS WAS 
THEN ABOUT SIX M\LES FROM HOLLISTER. (THE Pl.ACE HAS SINCE BEEN RE
NAMED PAIC NES AND TRES P1t~OS 

11

MOVEo'' NoRTH TO MEET THE NEW RAIL-

ROAD) VASQUEZ SELECTED (HAVE.Z, ROMUlO GONZALES, ABDON LEIVA ANO 
TEODORO MORENO AS HIS COMPANIONS IN CRIME. 

ON THE EVENING OF AUGUST 2G, 1873, THE BAND APPROACHED THE. 

SETTLEMENT ANO SPLIT UP. LEIVA AND GONZALES ENTERED SNYDERS STORE 

AND ORDERED CIGARS AND DRINKS. WHILE TH IS WAS GOING ON, VASQUEZ 

HAD NTENDEO TO HOLD UP THE STAGE PRIOR TO THE TOWN RAID. Bur 
AGAIN HE RECOGNIZED A MINE OFFICIAL AS A PASSENGER AND SO THE 
MASKED BANDIT POL\TELY WAVED \TON. !HIS STAGE HAD JUST LEFT THE 
STORE ANO BY COAL-OIL LAMP, JOHN UTZERATI-\, THE CLERK, WAS SORTING 
THE MAIL. MORENO ENTE\<ED A ND DRAWING HIS GUN, ORDERED THE OCCUPANTS 

TO LINE. UP AGAIHST THE BAR. LEIVA AND GON2ALES TIED UP ANDREW 
SNYDER, LJTZERA1H, A SMALL BOY AND SEVERAL OTHERS, ORDERING 1HEM 

TO LIE ON THE FLOOR WHEN VASQUEZ ANO CHAVEZ FINALLY JO\NEDTHEM 
MORENO WAS STATIONED AS OUTSIDE GUARD. UNFORTUNATEl't' AT THIS POINT 

A BASQUE SHEEPHERDER NAMED BERNARD BERHURI CAME UPON THE 

SCENE. HE UNDERSTOOD NEITHER SPANISH OR EMGLISH AND PAID NO HEED 
TO THE BAHDITS

1 

COMMAND TO HALT. HE WAS PROMPTLY SHOT THROUGH 
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THE HEAD. 11 WAS NEVER DEFINE1LY 

ESiABL\SHED BY WHOM,ALTHOU6H MORENO 
WAS STRONGLY SUS PECTEO. 

THE SMALL BOY AT THIS MOMENT 

BROKE LOOSE ANO RAN FOR THE CORRAL. 
(HAVEZ PURSUED HIM AND KNOCKED HIM 
SENSELESS WITH THE BUTT OF HIS PISTOL. 

""--"-~'---""'-_,,____ __ """'~ BY TH 15 Tl ME A GEORGE RED FORD HAD 

DRIVEN UP THE STREE1 WITH A WAGON LOAD OF REDWOOD PICKETS. REDFORD 
WAS TOTALLY DEAF. HE DISMOUNTED AND WALKED OVER TO THE FALLEN 

BER HURi. THE BANDITS 5HOUTEO AHO WAVED TO HIM TO HALT. HE BECAME. 

ALARMED AND STARTED TO RUN. A BULLET SENT HM REELING;HE WAS KILLED 

BY A SECOND SHOT LEANDER 0AVl0SON,THE HOTEL PROPRIETOR, HEAR NG 

THE GUNFIRE, RUSHED INS DE TO BOLT THE DOOR. IT WAS THEN THAT A 

BULLET, PRESUMABL'< FROM VASQUEi RIFLE,PIERCEO THE DOOR AND PENE

TRATED 0AV\0SON'S CHEST He FELL \NTO HIS WIFE'S ARMS, INSTANTLY KILLED. 

(HAVEZ AND LE\VA HAD BEEN ENGAGED IN ROBBING THE PROSTRATE 

VICTIMS IN 1HE BAR-ROOM VASQUEZ ENTERED, UNTIED SNYDER AND DEMAND
ED ALL HIS HIDDEN MONEY. AT GUNPOINT, SIWOER PRODUCED $200 ANO WAS 

RET\EO THE OUTLAWS THEN STRIPPED TliE STORE OF SELECTED MERCHANDISE, 

FOOO,GUNS, AMMUN\TION AND WHISKEY ANO STOLE EIGHT OF SNYDER'S HORSES 
FROM THE STABLE TO CARRY OFF THEIR PLUNDER. DURING THE TUMULT, A 

~ MAN NAMED ZUMALT SLIPPED AWAY ANO RAN A MARATHON RACE TO 

WARN THE TOWN OF HOLLISTER. 

AND SO UNDER THE SAFETY OF DARKNESS AND WITH NO ONr OF A MIND TO 
PURSUE, THE HEAVILY LADEN BANDITS EASILY ESCAPED UP THE NARROW COURSE 

OF THE TRES PINOS (REEK THEIR DARING RAID HAD 't'IELOED $200 IN GOLD 
ANO EIGHT HORSES LOADED WITH LOOT. THEY LEFT THREE DEAD MEN BEHIND 
AND WITH THEM TOOK FOREVrn THE EXACT IDENTITY OF THE MURDERERS. 

THE ENTIRE COASTAL AREA WAS SHOCKED ANO OUTRAGED. TIBURCIO VASQUEZ 
HAO BECOME A TERRIFYING MENACE. NEWSPAPERS THROUGHOUT (AL FORHIA 

HEADLINED THE TRES P\ NOS TRAGEDY, REPORTING THAi 
11

VASQUEI HAS 

11 
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A DESPERATE BAND OF 50 MEN '' COMMUNITIES IN ADJACENT COUNTIES PREPARED 

FOR HIS INVASION HOLLISTER WAS AN ARMED AND FORTIFIED CAMP. 

AT THE TIME OF THIS NC DENT, SHERIFF ADAMS WAS IN GILROY ON 

ELECTION BUS NESS. ON BE NG ALERTED, HE WIRED THE MONTEREY SHERIFF, 

JOHN WASSON, AND 15 MINUTES LATER BOARDED A DEPARTING FREIGHT TRAIN 

FOR HOLLISTER HERE THE TWO SHERIFFS MET ANO FRANTICALL',' ENDEA\IOREO TO 

RECRUIT A POSSE. THEY HAO LITTLE SUCCESS. THE MAJORITY OF THE MALE POP
ULATION APPARENTLY PREFERRED TO REMAIN LOYAL MEMBERS OF THE HOME
GUARD. RACING AGAINST "TIME, THE DESPERATE OFFICERS FINALLY ENLISTED FOUR 

MEN, BUT THEY WERE NOW A FULL DAY BEHIND THE BANDITS. THE WILY VASQUEZ, 

KNOWING THAT CANTUA CANYON WOULD BE HIGHLY SUSPECT, CIRCLcD THIS AREA 

AND HEADED SOUTHWARD TOWARO TULARE LAKE. ALONG THE WAY, MORENO ANO 

GONZALES VANISHED NTO OISGU srn H DING. 

SHERIFF ADAMS VAINLY SEARCHED THE DESERTED CANTUA CANYON, THEN 

DROPPED DOWN INTO THE SAN JOAQUIN VALLEY AND FOR A DAY OR TWO BECAME 

COMPLETELY LOST IN THE UNFAMILIAR TULE WILDERNESS SURROUNDING TULARE 

LAKE FINALLY HE FOUND TRACES OF THE BAND1TS
1 

FLIGHT AND STOPPED IN 
8AKERSFlElD WHERE HE ENGAGED "TWO DEPUTIES. SHERIFF WASSON HAD TURNED 
BACK, AGAIN TO SEARCH CANTUA CANYON. ADAMS HAD NO DESCRIPTION OF, NOR 

HAO HE EVER SEEN A MEMBER OF THE VASQUEZ 

GANG. (ONSEQUENTLY WHEN HE STOPPED TO 
NTERROGATE A MEXICAN SHEEPHERDER IN A 

REMOTE AREA, HE UNKNOWINGLY WAS FACING 
MORENO! THE VALUE OF THE INFORMATION 

HE RECEIVED CAN BE IMAGINED. Bur HE AGAIN 

PICKED UPiHE COLD 1RA\L,F\NALL'< WIRING10 

SHERIFF °ROWLAND oF Los ANGELES FOR Ao. 

ROWLAND RESPONDED WITH SIX MEN AND FOR 

A COUPLE OF DAYS THEY FOLLOWED WAGON TRACKS 

AND CHECKED REMAINS OF CAMPFIRES. THEY 

FINALLY FOUND H ODEN THE EIGHi HORSES 
" STOLEN AT SN'<DER'S, AND VASQUEZ,OEFIANT 

ON HIS WHITE HORSE WAS SIGHTED ON A 01STAN1 
WAS HE BANDIT OR SHEEPHERDER? 



HILL THE POSSE CLOSED IN ANO A LONG 
DISTANCE R FLE BATTLE FOLlOWED. 1HE 
FEARLESS SHERIFF ADAMS DAR NGL'I' \N

SISTED ON CHARGING, ALONE,OOWN A LONG 

PRECIPITOUS CANYON IN HOPE OF CORN1:RIN6 

VASQUEZ. BUT AGAIN THE OUTLAW, ELUSIVE 

AS QUICKSILVER,VANISHED IN THE DEEP BRUSH. 
SUFFICIENT TIME HAD NOW ELAPSED 

FOR LEIVA TO REACH HIS WIFE AND CHILDREN 
AT HEFFNER1S RANCH WHERE VASQUEZ ANO 

CHAVEZ SOON JOINED THEM. Now LEIVA
1

S 
VASQUEZ w~s ELUSIVE As QUICKSILVER CONSCIENCE BEGAN TO TROUBLE HIM. HE 
WAS A FAMILY MAN AND HAD NO STOMACH FOR DEEDS OF VIOLENCE. WHAT OF 

THE BLEAK FUTURE? WHAT OF HlS CHILDREN? ANO AT LEAST AS IMPORTANT 

HE HAD FINALLY NOTICED THE CONSTANT EFFORT OF VASQUEZ ALWAYS TO 'BE 

NEAR HIS ROSARIA. IT IS SAID THAT THERE IS NO HONOR AMONG THIEVES AND 

NOW LEIVA, ACTUATED BY BOTH JEALOUSY AND REVENGE WAS TO PROVE A POINT. 
As HIS WEAPON, HE CHOSE BETRAYAL. AT LAST, WHILE ALL WERE CAMPED HERE 

AT LITTLE RocK CANYON CAME A CL MAX TO THIS SORDID DRAMA.VASQUEZ ASKED 
LEIVA TO TAKE THE WAGON AND DRIVE TO THE NEAREST 10WN FOR SUPPL ES. 

INSTEAD, LEIVA OROVE ONLY TO THE NEAREST RANCHHOUSE,MAKING ITAPOINTTO 

RETURN TWO HOURS AHEAD OF 11ME. WHEN HE FOUND VASQUEZ AND ROSARIA 
IN A COMPROMISING SITUATION, LEIVA DREW HIS GUN, INTENT ON NSTANUY ENOlNG 

THE AFFA R. Bur HE N TURN WAS COVERED BY 11-\E EVER WATCHFUL CHAVEZ. 
LEIVA THEREUPON PROPOSED AN IMMEDIATE OUEL,A PROPOSAL TO WHICH VASQUEZ 
MADE A RATHER SURPRISING REPLY! HE FULLY AOMITTED HIS GUllT A~O REFUSED 

'ro FIGHT A FRIEND HE HAD WRONGrn': VASQUEZ SUGGESTED THA, THEY GO THEIR 

SEPARATE WAYS AND WHEN THE'l' MET AGAIN \T WOULD BE A MATTER OF SELF 

DEFENSE. IT WAS THEN THAT LE\VA ANNOUNCED HIS PERMANENT W\THORAWAL 

FROM THE BANDIT GANG. 

VASQUEZ DID NOT SUSPECT THAT LEIVA WAS BENT ON M MEDIATE BETRAYAL. 

IN FACT, LEIVA RODE DIRECTLY 10 THE Los ANGELES SHERIFF'S OFFICE AHO SURREN

DERED. Ar ONCE SHERIFF ADAMS RODE IN AND FROM LE vA, OBTAINED THE 

9 



... LOOKED MORE LIKE A DISTINGUISHED MEXICAN DoN 
THAN A BAND\T AWAITING A MURDER TR AC1

• 

~ ({~~ 
~ 1iBURCIO VASQUEZ 

~ 
PENCIL DRAWi NG FROM PHOTO 
TAKEN IN SAN JosE JAIL 

20 

M ASTER-AT-CR\ME 

POLITE-MYSTER OUS-ELUSIVE 
LUSTFUL-RUTHLESS -DEADLY. 

\ 
I 



" . UNTIL YOU ARE DEAD l AND MAY THE LORD 

~ 
PEHCIL DRAWING FROM ENG. IN 
H.S.FOOTE

1

S HIST OF 5.(.VALLEY. 

HAVE MERCY ON YOUR SOUL:, 

~-
Q G0 

JUDGE DAV D BELDEN 
MASTER-AT-LAW 

PRESIDED AT THIS MOST FAMOUS 
CRIMINAL TRIAL IN THE LEGAL 
HISTORY OF SANTA CLARA COUNTY. 
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EXACT LOCATION OF VASQUEZ
1 

HlDING PLACE AS WELL AS WHERE 

MORENO, THE 
1

SHEEPHERDE(WAS 

TO BE FOUND 

THE SHERIFF THEN LEFT TO 

PICK UP ROSARIA AND CH LOREN 
AND BRING 1HEM TO SAFETY 

HE WAS TOO LATE! VASQUEZ, 

THE RENEGADE ROMEO, HAD 
1

ABDUCTE0'' ROSARIA! HER LATER 
ASSERTIONS THAT SHE HAD BEEN 

TAKEN AT GUNPOINT CAN BE 

DISCOUNTED. THEY HAD RIODEN 
OFF INTO A WILDER AREA N THE 

MOUNTAINS ANO WERE JOINED 
BY CHAVEZ. HERE THEY HID FOR 

MANHUNT SOME MONTHS. ACCORDING TO 

HER STORY, ROSARIA BECAME PREGNANT ANO VASQUEZ TOTALLY ABANDONED HER. 

IN OUE COURSE AND IN SOME UNEXPLAINED MANNER, SHE MADE HER WAY TO REL

ATIVES IN SAN JOSE. IN NO ACCOUNT CAN WE FIND FURTHER MENTION OF THE 

LEIVA CH LOREN. WF. CAN HOPE THEY WERE CARED FOR BY RELATIVES OR BY 

NATIVE (ALIFORNIOS, 1YPICALLY KIND-HEARTED. 

MEANWHILE, ACTING ON 5HERlFF ADAMS ADVICE, SHERIFF WASSON ARRESTED 

MORENO AND ADAMS RETURNED HIM TO SAN Jost WHERE HE WAS NDICTED FOR 

THE MURDER OF BERNAL BER\-\UR DURING THE 5N'fDER STORE ROBBERY. TRIED 
BEFORE JU!XJE BELDEN N 873, HE WAS GIVEN LIFE IMPRISONMENT. ABDON LEIVA 

WAS THE PRINCIPAL WITNESS THE BETRAYED BETRAYER WAS AT LAST ENJOY-

ING THE SWEET TASTE OF REVENGE 

Bur SUCH A 1RAITOR1S LIFE WAS N CONSTANT JEOPARDY AND FOR SAFETY,HE 

WAS CONFINED lN THE SANJOSE JAIL THROUGH HIS GRAPEVINE, VASQUEZ AS 

USUAL,WAS KEPT WELL INFORMED OF ALL EVENTS AND HE SAW IN LEIVA 
A MORTAL HINDRANCE TO HIS fU1URE. LEIVA MUST BE ELIMINATED! 
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ABDON LEIVA-THE BE.TRA't'ED .6ETRA'l'ER 

As EXECUTIONER,VASQUfZ UNWISELY CHOSE 
A NEW ANO NOT VERY BRIGHT RECRUIT, 

BLA5 BECUNA. BECUNA WAS CAREFULLY 

COACHED FOR H STRIP TO SANJOSE. ANO 

IN PARTICULAR, HOW TO CONNIVE WITH THE 

PROPER CONTACTS SO AS TO SMUGGLE A 
BOTTLE OF POISONED WINE INTO LEIVA

1

S 

CELL. Bur THE DOLT WEAKEN ED AT 
THE LAST MOMENT, LEIVA REMAlN£D AN 

IMPR SONEO MENACE AND VASQUEZ 
TURNED TO THE DIVERSION OF FRESH 

ADVENTURE. \ N CANTUA CANYON HE REASSEMBLED HIS GANG, ADDING 
HIS NEW RECRUITS, PADILLA, GOMEZ, BLAS BECUNA ANO MONTERES AND 

CAREFULLY PLANNED HIS NEXT INVAS ON. 

GA1EWAY INTO CANTUA CANYON 
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KINGSTON 
INGSTON WAS A SNUG, PROSPEROUS LITTLE COMMUNITY OF THREE STORES, 

r (;j'.i. A SALOON, 51ABLE AND A TOLL-BRIDGE CR0SS1N6 ON 1\iE K1N65 RIVER. IT 
- ,- . · -WAS EIGHT MILES NORTH Of HAHFORO ON A STAGE L\NE. NOTHING REMAINS 

TO MARK THE SPOT ON A LONELY D1R1 ROAD BUT TWO AGED, BLACK-

WALNUT TREES THAT ONCE SHADED THE CORRAL. 

BUT OM 1HE NIGHT AF1ER CHRISTMAS, 1813, THE VILLAGE PROSPECTS WERE NOT 

IN KEEPING WITH THE SEASON. HERE WAS 10 BE "ENACTED I\N EPISOOE NOW FAMILIAR 

THEH MR. 5-UTHERLANO,WITH HIS HENRY RIFLE .• 

24-

TO US ALL -THANKS TO HOlL't'WOOO. 

HERE WAS10 BE THE PROTOTYPE OF 
THE1YPICAL WESTERN STREET BATILE 

BETWEEN GOOD (ITlZENS ANO BAO 

BANDITS; A CLASSIC PATTERN FOR1HE 

TV FUTURE-THE NIGHT VASQUEZ 

SACKED KINGSTON 1 

UNDER W\tHRY OARKNESS,VASQUEZ 

AND HIS NINE MEN TIED THEIR HORSES 
\ N 1HE RIVERBANK WILLOWS AND 
CREPT ACROSS THE BRIDGE INTO THE 

DROWSY Vil.LAGE. DELEGATED TO SEP
ARATE BUILDINGS, THE GROUP IN TEN 

M INUiES T\tO UP ANO ROBBED 30 
MEN, KNOCKING SEVERAL UNCONSCIOUS. 
M\Rf\CULOUSL't' NO ONE WAS KILLED. 

ONE SAFE,THAT OF JACOB&f PSTEINS 

GENERAL STORE, '{I ELDEO $ ~00. A 
MR. 0. H. Buss, OWNER OF THE TOLL

BRIDGE, SAOLY EXPLAINED THAT BUSI HESS 
HAD BEEN POOR THA1 DAY. HE COULO 



ONLY PRODUCt NINE DOLLARS. LYING TIED ON THE FlOOR,HE PLAINTIVELY COMPlAIN

EO lHAT HIS HEAD HURT. A BANDIT TUCKED A BLANKET UNDER IT! OUT \ N 

IN THE STABLE-'iARD, THREE CITIZENS WERE ORDERED TO LIE DOWN AND BE 
TIED. A MR. Wooo, DEBONAIRL'{ DRESSED, COMPLAlNED BITTERL'r' THAT IT WOULD 

RUIN HIS SUIT. HE WAS ESCORTED TO THE HOTEL AND ALLOWED TO RECLINE OH 1HE 

FLOOR. OTHER VICTIMS YIELDED VARYING AMOUNTS, FROM 504 TO $400,AND EVERY 

GOLD WATCH l N TOWN BECAME A COLLECTOR'S ITEM FOR SOME BANDIT. 

fNTER THE TRUE CITIZEN HERO, J.W. SUTHERLAND, THE SHARP-SHOOTER WITH 

HIS HENRY RIFLE! HE SPREAD 1HE ALARM AND SOON FROM THE UPPER WINDOWS 
AND ROOFS THE RlfLES OF THE OTHER TOWNSMEN BLASTED INTO THE DARKNESS. 

THE BANDITS GATHERED AND FLED BUT NOT BEFORE MR SUTHERLAND HAD WINGED 

CHAVEZ ANO MONTERES AS 1HE'f DASHED DOWN THE STREET. MONTERES HID IN 
THE WILLOWS BUT WAS CAPTURED AND REFLECTED ON THE EVENING FOR THE NEXT 

14 YEARS ( N SAN QUENTIN). OTHERWISE 1HE OUTLAWS HANOIL'< ESCAPED WITH 

$2500 IN COIN AHO A RICH HAUL OF JEWELRY ANO WATCHES. EtGHT MILES AWAY 

THEY STOPPED AT A MEXICAN
1

S ADOBE AND (HAVEZ
1

WOUND WAS DRESSED. WITH 
NO IMMEDIATE PURSUIT IN PROSPECT, THIS EARLY-DAY BAND Of ROAD AG'ENTS 

LEISURELY RODE THE NEXT OAYTO TULARE LAKE, DIVIDED THE BOOTY, SPilT 

IN PAIRS AHO DISPERSED. VASQUEZ RET RED TO THE WILD LITTLE SETTLEMENT 

OF PANAMA NEAR BAKERSFIELD WHERE FOR A FEW DAYS HE RIOTIOUSLY CELEB

RATED WITH CANTINA FRIENDS OF BOTH SEXES. 

HE GLORIED IN NOTORIETY 

AN EARLY B OGRAPHER HERE RELATES 

ANOTHER UNVER FIED BUT 1't'PICAL VASQUEZ 

ESCAPE. A PURSUING POSSE flNALLY LEARNED 
THAT VASQUEZ COULD BE FOUND IN PANAMA 

AND TI-IUNDERED INTO TOWN. ONE OF HIS LADY 

FRI ENOS WARNED H M AND VASQUEZ,OISGUISED 

IN HER SKIRT ANO MANTILLA, DASHED ACROSS 

THE STREET OIRECTL'( IN FRONTOFTHE POSSE, 

LEAPED UPON HIS HORSE AND DISAPPEARED 

N THE NIGHT. 

ZS 
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ASQUEZ WA5 NO LONGER A SMALL-TIME OUTLAW HERE WAS A CAREER 
--~~-;:: TO RIVAL ANY OR ALL OF 1HE JOAQUINS. HE HAD AROUSED ATTENTION 

. ~ - p · ANO lRE OF THE ENTIRE STA1E OF CALIFORNIA. ON JANUARY 24,1874, 
.,. .,:- GO~ERNOR NEWTON BooTH RAISED THE REWARDS FOR HIS CAPTURE TO 

$3000 AL\VE OR $ 2000 DEAD. To THAT EFFECT LURID POSTERS COVERED SANTA (LARA, 

MONTEREY ANO SAN BENITO COUNTIES. VASQUEZ GAVE LITTLE HEED; MORE LIKELY 
AS WAS HIS NATURE, HE GLORIED N H S ASCENDENCY TO HEADLINE NOTORIETY. 

THE NEXT MONTH, ON fEBRUARY 25TH., AT THE COYOTE WELLS STAGE STATION 
BETWEEN Los ANGELES ANO OWENS RIVER, CHAVEZ HELD H 5 RIFLE ON THE STATlON

1S 
OCCUPANTS WHILE VASQUEZ METHOOICALL't' AND POUTELY ROBBED THE WOULO-BE 
PASSENGERS. THE BANDITS THEN LAY IN WAlT FOR THE INCOMING STAGE; IT WAS 
CARRYING THE WELl5 FARGO S1RONG-BOX. DURING r.--r ~-v---..--v---

THIS NTERVAL, ONL'/ ONE AGED CHARAC1ER ROSE 
TO THE OCCASION -"0LO TEx': THE ROARING DRUNK 

S1ABLEMAN \V1LOLY BRANDISHING A PITCHFORK, 

HE LOUDL't' CHALLENGED VASQUEZ TO FIGHT! THE 
AMUSED VASQUEZ CAREFULLY SHOT HIM THROUGH 

THE LEG THE OVER-DUE STAGE FINALLY RUMBLED 

IN TO BE MET BY AIMED R FlES. THE INCOM NG 

PASSENGERS WERE LINED UP AND ROUTINELY ROBBED. VASQUEZ' EVER-SEARCHING 

EYE SOON SPOTTED A YOUNG LADY'S PAIR OF NEW KID-GLOVES WHICH HE DEMANDED. 

WHEN THE GlRL BURST INTO TEARS HE ASKED THEIR PRICE. SHE 10LO HIM THEY 

BUT WHEN THE GIRL BURST ltiTO TEARS, •• 

COST TWO DOLLARS. VASQUEZ 

QU CKLY HANDED HER A LAR6E 
GOLD PIECE! 

THE LOCK OF THE WELLS

FARGO STRONG BOX WAS SH01 

AWAY BUT THE BOX CONTAINED 

ONLY $ 0,000 IN MIN\NG-S10CK 

CERTIFICATES. AN6Rll.Y,VASQUEI 
SCATTERED THEM TO THE WIND. 



THE STAGECOACH HORSES WERE UNHITCHED AND THEY AND ALL THE STABLE 

HORSES WERElURNEO LOOSE TO THWART FORMATION OF A POSSE. THE HOLDUP 
HAO PRODUCED $200 IN COIN ANO THE USUAL JEWELRY BOOTY. 

THIS WAS CONSIDERED ONE OF THE M051 DARING ROBBERIES IN VASQUEi CAREER. 

IN BROAD DAYLIGHT, ON A WELL TRAVELLED ROAD, TWO LONE DESPERADOS HAO ROBBED 
20 MEN AND CASUALL'i' ESCAPED! THIS, KIHGSTON,AND THE 5NYOER5TORE INCIDENT 

WERE NOT HASTILY FORGOTTEN. VASQUEZ WAS KNOWN AS 
11

KING OF ALL RUTHLESS 

BANDITS~ A POTENTIAL KILLERWl1H A
11

NERVOUS TRIGGER-FINGER~ 

IN LAWFUL CONTRAST, SHERIFF HARRY MORSE OF ALAMEDA COUNTY WAS CON
SIDERED THE FOREMOST MANHUNTER IN (AUFORNIA. HIS RECORD fOR TRACKING DOWN 

NOTORIOUS ANO PARTICULARL't' ELUSIVE OUTlAWS SHOWED A LONG LIST OF CALIFORNIA 

DES PERADOS BROUGrlT 10 JUST ICE. HIS 
FAMOUS BATTLE WITH JUAN SoTO,THE 

BRIGAND 1ERRORIST, HAD ESTABLISHED 

HIM AS AN OFflCER WITHOUT FEAR. 

(ONSEQUENTL'i' HE WAS CHOSEN TO 

CONFER WITH GOVERNOR NEWTO~ Boom 
N JANUAR'f, 1874, EVEN PRIOR TO THE 

COYOTE WELLS ROBBERY, REGAROIHG AN 

EXPEDITION TO CAPTURE VASQUEZ. THE 

LEGISLA1URE APPROPRIATEO $15,000 

AS AN EXPENSE FUND ANO LA1ER THE 

REWARDS WERE RAISED TO $8000 ALIVE 

OR $G,OOO DEAO. MORSE CAREFULLY 
SELECTED A DISTINGUISHED POSSE OF 

LAWMEN HCLUOING COUHT'< SHERIFFS 

AND SEASONED OFFICERS. 

So s,ARTEO ON MARCH 2,1874, A 
~1-DA'Y MANHUNT INTO ONE OF THE 

W\LOEST UNINHABITED REGION IN ALL 

OF CALIFORNIA IT WAS DESTINED TO 

TEMPORARY FAILURE DESPITE HEROIC 

AND "TIRELESS CONTRIBUTION FROM 

SHERIFF MORSE. NEVERTHELESS FULL FRIEND OR FOE? 
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CREDIT CAN BE AWARDED THIS OFFICER FOR A DISCLOSURE THAT ULTIMATELY LED TO 

THE FINAL DENOUEMENT. 

AT THIS TIME VASQUEZ WASH DING N THE HOME OF GEORGE ALLEN,ALIAS GREEK 

GEORGE, ON THE LA BREA RANCH, EIGHT M LES NORTH OF Los ANGELES AT THE MOUTH 

OF LAUREL CANYON~ GEORGE ALLEN WAS A SYRIAN, AT ONE TIME EMPLOYED AS A 

CAMEL DRIVER WHEN THE LJ 5. GOVERNMENT WAS EXPERIMENTING WITH THESE ANIMALS 
AS MAIL AND EXPRESS CARRIERS ACROSS THE MOJAVE DESERT (1861-3). 

WITH VASQUEZ WAS A YOUTHFUL AND AMBITIOUS BANDIT NAMED LEBRAOO CoROHA. 
THE LAD WORSHIPPED THE BANDIT LEADER JU5T AS VASQUEZ HAD ONCE SAT AT THE 

FEET OF ANASTACIO GARCIA. !HIS EN1HUS1A51IC RECRUIT WAS DULY NITIATEO BY THE 

VETERANS, VASQUEZ AND CHAVEZ,. N THEIR ROBBERY OF ALEXANDER REPETTO, A 

WEAL1HY ITALIAN SHEEPMAN. ON APRIL 2,187.14, THEY LEARNED THAT REPETTO HAD 

RECEIVED A LARGE PAYMENT FOR A WOOL SHIPMENT, ANO POSING AS SHEEPSHEARERS 
SEE~ NG EMPLOYMEN1, THEY GAINED ENTRANCE TO HIS HOME NEAR SAN GABRIEL 

MISSION THOUGH HE WAS SUITABLY THREATENED. REPET10 PROVED TO VASQUEz' 
SATISF~\CTIOH THAT HE HAO ONLY $8\ \N THE HOUSE. VASQUEZ THEN EMPLOYED HIS 

" STANDARD PROCEDURE; RE6RETTA6L't', HE WAS IN DESPERATE NEED OF AN IMMEO\ATE 

AND SIZEABLE LOAN,ETc.;' ANO AFTER WING REPETTO TO A PEPPER-TREE,
11
SU6GESTE0'' 

THAT HE SENO HIS NEPHEW TO THE BANI< TO CASH A CHECK FOR$ 800. 

THE FRIGHTENED YOUNG NEPHEW WAS SENT 10 THE TEMPLE & WORKMAN BANK 

IN Los ANGELES. THOUGH STERNL',' WARNED NOT TO AROUSE AN ALARM,HE WAS 

IN SUCH A PIT fUL STATE OF NERVES WHEN HE CASHED THE LARGE CHECK THATTHE 

BANK'S SUSPICIONS WERE AROUSED. CLOSELY QUESTIONED BY JOHN 1EMPLE, THE 

PRESIDENT, THE LAD FINALLY BROKE DOWN AND WITHIN AN HOUR H16H SHERIFF 
WILLIAM R. ROWLAND ~AS ON THE ROAD WITH A POSSE. BUT THE WARY VASQUEZ 

HAO POSTED (ORONA ON WATCH ANO HIS WARNING OF THE APPROACHING LAW PER

MITTED ANOTHER NARROW ESCAPE. NEVER ALLOWING AN OPPORTUNITY 10 PASS, 

THESE ASTOUNDING OUTLAWS PAUSED IN THEIR FLIGHT TO ROB THREE TRAVELERS 

BEFORE THEIR RETURN TO GREEK GEORGE'S! THE DELA'<, HOWEVER, ALLOWED 

ROWLAND'S POSSE TO CATCH UP AHO AT LEAST GET A FLEETING GUMPSE OF THE 

PHANTOM BANDIT ON HIS WHITE HORSE WITH $800 RANSOM MONEY IN HIS POO<ET. 

VvHILE THESE EVENTS WERE TAKING PLACE, MORSE WAS ON A MASSIVE MAN-

HUNT COMBING THE TEHACHAPI MOUNTAINS NEAR foRT TEJON HE MET A 
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FORMER MEXICAN GUIDE OF VASQUEZ AND, VIA A LIBERAL BRIBE, EXTRACTED 

THE OEFINrTE LOCATION Of 1HE OUTLAW'S LATEST HID NG PLACE (GREEK GEORGE'S). 

FEELING THAT THE NOOSE WAS BEGINNING TO TIGHTEN, MORSE IMMEDIATELY TOOK 

STAGE FOR Los ANGELES. HE REALIZED THAT HE WAS N SHERIFF ROWLAND'S TER

RITOR'( Al'\D WHEN THE'{ ME.T, HE DIPLOMATICALLY URGED THAT THEY FORM AJOINT 

POSSE ANO SURROUND THE LA R OF GREEK GEORGE. ROWLAND BLUNTlYTOLO HIM 

THAT HE KHEW THc MEXICAti GUIDE, HAD NO FAITH IN HIS STORY AND ADDED THAT 

HE HAO ALREADY RECEIVED ALL THIS 

INFORMATION! MORSE WAS APPARENTL'l' 

CONVINCED. tiE WAS BOTH DISCOURAGED 
BY ROWLAND'S TERSE REACTION AND 

EXHAUSTED FROM THE f>O CONTINUOUS 

DAYS IN THE SADDLE DURING WHICH HE 
RODE AN AVERAGE OF 47 MILES A DAY 
OVER SOME OF THE ROUGHEST COUNTRY 

IN CALIFORNIA. THUS DISHEARTENED, 

HE TURNED NORTHWARD, AND HIS ROLE 

-~~~ 1N THE GREA, Hutn WAS ENDED. 
· · 47 MILES A DAY- FOR 60 DAYS A, THIS POINT A CURIOUS QUESTION 

ARISES. SHERIFF ROWLAND HAD FIRMLY DISCOUNTED THE INFORMAllON MORSE HAO 
GIVEN H M REGARDING VASQUEZ' ACTUAL HIDING PLACE. WHY THEN, TEN DAYS 
AFTER MORSE WAS COMPLETELY OUT OF THE TERR\TORY,DIDSHERIFF ROWlAHD 
ORGANIZE THE POSSE THAT WAS TO MAKE THE HNAL CAPTURE AT THE GREEK 
GEORGE HIDEOUT? HAD SHERIFF MORSE ACTED PROMP1LV ANO INDEPENDENTL 'l', HE 

MIGHT WELL HAVE BEEN THE SUCCESSFUL CAPTOR. IT IS NTEREST\1% 10 NOTE 

THAT AS SOON AS VASQUEZ WAS SECURELY MPRISONEO, SHERIFF ROWLAND RECEIVED 

A CHECK FOR $ 8000 FROM THE STATE TREASURER! 

IN ANY EVENT, ON MAY IJ,1874 AT DUSK, UNDER-SHERIFF JOHNSON OF LosANGELES 
WITH THE FAMOUS DETECTIVE, CMIL HARRIS, LED A POSSE OF SIX MEN lNTO LAUREL 
CANYON LEADING TO THE LA BREA RANCH ABOUT A MILE FROM GREEK GEORGES~ 

THEY PAUSED ANO HID NEAR THE RANCH OF MAJOR MITCHELL UNTIL THE NEXT 
DA'l' (AS THERE WAS A DENSE FOG). WHEN A MAN WAS SEEN RIDING AWAY ON A 
WHITE HORSE TWO DEPUT\ES PURSUED HIM. IT WAS PROBABLY (HAVEZ, NOT 

VASQUEZ. LONG HOURS PASSED AND FINALLY 1WO MEX\CAN WOODCUTTERS 

°* GEOR.6£ BEERS JOINED -THE POSSE AS A SAN fRANCISCO CHRONICLE REPORTER. 
HIS EYE-WITNESS ACCOUNT OF THE CAPTURE WAS USED AS REFERENCE. 29 



ENTERED THE CANYON DRIVING 

A HIGH-SIDED EMPTY WOOD-WAGON. 
As THIS WAS THE WOODCUTTERS' 

REGULAR HABIT, THE POSSE GRASPED 
THE OPPORTUNITY ANO PACKED THEM-

II ,, 

SELVES FLAT LIKE SARDINES INTO 

THE WAGON-BED, OUT OF SIGHT. 
WITH SHOTGUNS PUNCHING THEIR 

BACKS, THE "TWO MEXICANS,FRIGHTEHED 
STIFF, DROVE SLOWLY UP TO THE 

GREEK GEORGE HOUSE. ( LATER, 
BEERS WAS TO FIND THAT VASQUEZ 

SAW THE APPROACHING WAGON BUT 
RECOGNIZE.[) THE FAMILIAR DRIVERS 

ANO CONTINUED EATING HIS DINNER 

WITH (ORONA, THE ONLY OTHER 

BANDIT PRESENT.) As THE PARTY 
NEARED THE HOUSE,MODESTA LOPEZ~ 
SISTER-IN-LAW OF GREEK GEORGE, 

CAUGHT A GU MPSE OF A DISMOUNTING 

DEPUTY AND SCREAMED AN ALARM • 
. • ON A WHITE HORSE- BUT IT WAS NOT VAS~UEZ WlTH THAT' THE POSSE BROKE INTO 
THE HOUSE AND VASQUEZ, LIKE A WILD ANIMAL,CRASHED THROUGH AN 18-

INCH WINDOW. HE RAN FOR HIS TETHERED HORSE AS GEORGE BEERS FIRED AT 

HIM WITH HIS PISTOL. WOUNDED, THE UNARMED VASQUEZ THREW UP HIS HANDS 
' ~ 

CRYING, No SHOOT, NO SHOOT! JUST AS A OE PUTY GAVE HIM A CHARGE OF BUCK-

S HOT. THE GREAT CHASE WAS OVER! 

BEER'S SHOT HAO PENE1RATED VASQUEz' SHOULDER ANO HE HAO BEEN 
STRUCK BY SIX BUCKSHOT NONE OFTHc· 5H0TS WAS FATAL AND HE REMA\HED 
STANDING, THE CALMEST ONE OF THE PARTICIPANTS. BEERS, THE ON-THE-SCEHE 

REPORTER, WROTE ,HAT DESPITE POPULAR DOUBTS AS TO VASQUEZ' REAL 
COURAGE WHEH CORNERED, THE BAN OIT N THESE HECTIC MOMENTS, DISPiA'IED AN 

11

ASTONISHIHG SELF-POSSESSION AND COMMAND OF NERVE: As BEERS ADMIN

ISTERED FIRST-AID, VASQUEZ SAlo,''You GOOD MAN! 'You DRESS M'{ WOUNDS 

30 ~ONE REASON ~SQUEZ HID AT GREEK GEORGES-A FORMER SWEETHEART LIVE!) THERE 



AND NURSE ME GOOD, 't'OU BOYS GET 

$8000! IF YOU LET ME DIE,YOU ONLY 
GET SIX. You 6ET $2000 FOR JUST BEIHG ,, 
K ND! 

VASQUEZ WAS CAREFULL'{ PLACED ON 
A MATTRESS M ASPRI NGWAGOW AND TO

GETHER WITH (ORONA WAS SLOWL'< CONVEY

ED TO Los ANGELES. (IN THE EXCITEMENT, 

THE COWED (ORONA ENDEAVORED TO MAKE 
A SNEAK ESCAPE BUT WAS CAPTURED.) 

THE NEWS QUICKLY SPREAD. HUNDREDS 

GATHERED AT THE JAIL TO CATCrl A GLIMPSE 
OF THE FAMOUS OUTLAW. ALTHOUGH THE 
MAJORl1Y WERE MEXICANS, AT NO TIME 

WERE ,HERE ANY MOVES OR THREATS OF MOB V OlENCE. IN JAIL,A OR.WISE 
EXTRACTED THE BULLETS AND DRESSED THE WOUNDS. IN TEN DA't'S THE TOUGH 
LITTLE BANDIT WAS READY TO TRAVEL. DURING 1~15 PERIOD IN Los ANuELES 
HE WAS INTERVIEWED BYA NUMBER OF REPORTERS. VASQUEZ APPARENTLY 
ENJOYED THIS INTERLUDE ANO BASKED IN THE EXCITEMENT HE HAD UNWIT

TINGLY CREATED. WHILE RECUPERATING IN THIS JAIL AND AT EVER'1 LATER 

OPPORTUNl1Y, HE STOUTLY INSIS1EO 1HAT IN ALL HIS CAREER HE HAO NEVER 
COMMITIEO A MUROER. MEANWHILE (ORONA WAS QUl(KlY 1RIED 11'\ Los ANGELES 
FOR THE REPETTO INC DENT AND HE WAS SENTENCED TO SEVEN YEARS 

IN SAN QUENTIN. 

ON MAY 23 8H, VASQUEZ WAS TAKEN ABOARD 1HE S1EAMSHIP SENATOR 
BOUND FOR SAN FRANCISCO. f ROM THERE HE WAS REMOVED TO SALINAS WHERE 

HE WAS NOICTED FOR THE MURDER OF LEANDER DAVIDSON DURING THE SNYDER 

STORE EPISODE. THE CR ME OCCURRED IN WHAT s NOW SAN BENITO CoutH'l', WHICH 

AT THAT TIME WAS BEING CREATED BY A DIVISION OF MONTEREY (OUNTY, TH\S 

ACCOUNTING FOR HIS APPEARANCE IN SAUNAS. THERE WAS NO JAIL READY1N1H1S 

NEW COUNTY AND WITH THE PREJUDICE FACTOR INVOLVED; A CHANGE OF VENUE 
BROUGHT HIS TRANSFER TO 1HE SANTA CLARA (OUNW COUR1S. TRIAL WAS SET FOR 

JANUARY, 1875. F NALLY HE WAS SHERIFF ADAM'S PRISONER AND THEY BECAME 

WELL ACQUAINTED DURING THE FOLLOWING MONTHS OF LONG LEGAL DELAYS. 
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Crime and. Punishment 

a 
N MAY 27TH., SHER\FF ADAMS RETURNED VASQUEZ B'Y TRAIN TO THE JAIL 

IN SANJOSE. AT EVERY STATION STOP GREAT CROWDS STRAINED FOR A 
LOOK AT THIS NOTORIOUS BANDIT. A CONTEMPORARY WR\TER OF THAT SEH-,, 

SATIONAL PERIOD REACHED FOR THE OLD CLICHE ANO WROTE, FOR THE LONG MONTHS OF 

HIS INCARCERATION, THE BROODIHG OUTLA\v LANGUISHED IN HIS CELL" QUl1E TO 
THE CONTRARY! HE HAO HUNDREDS OF VISITORS, MOSll'Y WOMEN, WHO BROUGHT 

HM FLOWERS, WI NE ANO FOOD. HE WAS COURTEOUS ANO PLEASANT TO THEM 
ALL; SOME VENTURED TO SAY HE WAS CHARMING HE WAS NTERVIEWED B'( 
SCORES OF REPORTERS, AMONG 1HEM THE TWO SANJOSE HISTOR\OGRAPHERS, 
EUGENET. SAWYER AND H.5 FOOTE,WHOSE ACCOUNTS ARE 50 VALUABLE 

IN RECON51RUCTING THE VASQUEZ STORY. VASQUEZ POSED TWICE FOR 
HIS PHOTOGRAPH C PORTRAIT, ONE Of WHICH HE USED ON THE COVER OF A 

SOUVENIR CARD TO WHICH HE ADDED A SHORT BIOGRAPHY. HE. SOLD THESE 
TO ANYONE AND GRACIOUSLY INCLUDED HIS AUTOGRAPH INSCRIBED WITH HIS 

FLOURISHING SIGNATURE. VASQUEZ HAD ALWAYS BEEN A NEAT DRESSER 

5UT WITH THE ATTENTION AND OPPORTUNITY HERE PRESENTED HE NOW 
BORDERED ON THE ELEGAH,, LOOKING MORE LIKE A DISTlNGUISHED MEXICAN 
Om~ THM~ AN OUTlAW AWA\TIN6 A MURDER TRIAL 1 

VASQUEZ WAS DEFENOEO B'I COMPETENT LAWYERS, P. BRITTON TULLY, 

WILLI AM HENRY COLLINS AND JOSEPH A. MOULTREE. ATTORNEY-GENERAL 
JOHN Lo RD LovE AND N. C.BR10Gs, 01sTR1a AnoRNE'i OF SAN BEtmo Cou~T't', 
WERE THE PROSECUT\1% ATTORNEYS. WITNESSES FOR THE PROSECUTION 

INCLUDED Aaom~ LEIVA, RosARIA LEI\IA, JOHN UrzERATH,ANDREW SNYDER 

AND OTHERS. JuoGE OAVIO BELDEN PRESIDED. ON JANUAR'< 5, 675, THE 

COURT CONVENED AND A JURY WAS SELECTED. THE TRIAL LASTED FOUR 

DAYS At-\D CENTERED ON T\iE MURDER OF LEANDER DAVIDSON AND DETAILS 

SURROUNDING THE 5Nl'DER STORE INCIDENT. EACH DAY THE COURTROOM 



\l \\ 

WAS OVERFLOWING, NINE TENTHS OF THEM LADIES. 

THE PROSECUTION OFFERED A MASS OF CIRCUHSTAN11AL EVIDENCE WITH 

LEIVA
1

S TESTIMONY DECIDEDLY THE MOST DAMAGlNG. HE MADE THE ONL'/ 
POSITIVE ACCUSATIONS OF VASQUEz' MURDER OF DAVIDSON AND HIS IMPLI-

CATION IN THE TWO OTHER DEATHS. UNDER OATH,VASQUEZ TES1\f\EO THA1 HE 
HAD NEVER KILLED A MAN ANO PlACEO THE SNYDER STORE MURDERS DIRECTLY 

ON LEIVA AND THE OTHER GANG MEMBERS. 

AN INTEREST\NG SlDELIGHT IS THE DISCLOSURE THAT SHERIFF ADAMS 
WAS CALLED AS THE LAST DEFENSE WITNESS! HE TESTIFIED THAT WHILE 
LEIVA WAS N THE SAN JosE PRISON (FOR HIS OWN PROTECTION) HE (ADAMS) 

INTERVIEWED LEIVA SEVERAL TIMES. LEIVA TOLD HM THA1 HE WAS TELLING 

ALL 1HE Ff.\C1S. BUT A1 N011ME HAD LEIVA STATED THAT IT WAS VASQUEZ 

WHO HAO SHOT DAVIDSON OR THAT HE SAW VASQUEZ SHOOT THROUGH THE 
DOOR. ONLY AT THE TRIAL DID HE MA\-\E 1HESE POSITIVE STA1cMEHTS. 

AFTER BOTH PROSECUTIHG ATTORNEYS MADE THEIR FINAL ARGUMENTS, 
B01H ASK NG FOR 1HE EX1REME PENALTY, JUDGE BELDEN GAVE LENGTH'( 

INSTRUCT ONS TO THE JURY. HE PARTICULARLY POINTED OUT THE LEGAL 

IMPORTANCE OF COMPLICITY AHO ASSOCIA110N IN CRIME ONE PARAGRAPH 

FROM HIS SPEECH ILLUSTRATES THIS POINT: 
ll 

THAT IT IS NOT NECESSARY FOR THE PROSECUTION TO SHOW 1HAT THE 
DEFENDENT FIRED THE FATAL SHOT, OR BY WHOM IT WAS FIRED. \T IS 
SUFFICIENT IF IT WAS FIRED BY ONE MEMBER OF THE PARTY THERE ASSOCI
ATED TOGETHER FOR, ANO ACTUALLY ENGAGED IN ROBBERY, ANO THAT IT WAS 
FIRED IH FURTHERANCE OF THE COMMON PURPOSE TO COMMIT TH IS ROBBERY, 
THAT IN SUCH A CASE,ALL OF THE PERSONS THUS ASSOCIATED IN THE ROBBERY, 
ARE EQUALLY ACCOUHTABLE FOR THE HOMICIDE, AND ALL THUS ASSOCIATING ,, 
AND ACTING, ARE GUILTY OF MURDfR IN 1HE FIRST DEGREE. 

lHE JURY REACHED A DECISION IN TWO HOURS. THE FOREMAN HANDED THE 
VERDICT TO MR. POMEIWV,THE CLERK, WHO READ IT TO A HUSHED COURTROOM: 

" WE, THE JURY, FINO THE OEFENOENT GUILTY OF MURDER IN THE 

FIRST DEGREE, AND ASS\GN THE DEATH PENALTY.'' 

GEORGE W. REYNOLDS, FOREMAN. 
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THERE WAS NO COURTROOM DEMONSTRATIOH OR APPLAUSE. 

VASQUEZ PALED AND HS FAM LY MEMBERS, PARTICULARLY HIS SISTER 

MARIA, WERE DEEPLY ANO V SIBLY AFFECTED. 

JUDGE DAVID BELDEN DELIVERED THE DEATH SENTENCE ON JANUARY 23RD. 
THIS OCCASIONED THE SPEECH, LONG FAMOUS N lOCAL ANNAl5, STARTING 
WITH THE L\Nc,"T1BURCIO VASQUEZ -STAND UP(AND ENDING WITH 

1
AND 

MAY 1HE LORD HAVE MERCY ON YOUR SOUL: IT WAS REPORTED (AND A 

READ NG WILL VERIFY!) THAT THIS SPEECH WAS ANOTHER 
11

LONG-WINOED, ,, 
MORALISTIC DIATR BE OF 900 WORDS WITH FREQUENT COMPLAINTS ABOUT 
THE EXPENSE ($40,000)TOTHE 5,ATE IN CAPTURING VASQUEZ.THEJUOGE 

SET THE DATE FOR EXECUTION FOR FRIDAY, MARCH 19,1875. IT WAS 
If 

REPORTED THAT VASQUEZ LISTENED . . . .WITHOUT A SIGN OF EMOTION, 

WITHOUT THE SLIGHTEST EXH BITION OF BRAVADO.. . . . ... HE WAS 

EITHER POSSESSED OF AN INHUMAN HEART, SO THAT HE HAD NO CARE FOR ,, 
HIMSELF, OR HAD ABSOLUTE CONTROL OF HIS NERVES. 

As HIS DAYS GREW SHORT, VASQUEi CELL WAS CROWDED WITH VISITOR.5. 

REVEREND FATHER LAURENCE SERDA OF ST. PATRICK$ CHURCH WAS A FRE

QUENT CALLER. IT WAS SAID THAT VASQUEZ WAS AN AGNOSTIC wm1 UH(ERTAIN 
BELIEFS N THE HEREAFTER, BUT N DEFERENCE TO THE FEELINGS OF HIS 
RELATIYES,HE CONFORMED 10 ALL THE LAST RrTES OF THE (HURCH NCLUDING 

CONFESSION AND PENITEHCE. 

THE MAJORIT'I OF HIS VISITORS WERE FROM 1-\\S OWN RACE BUT1HERE WERE 

SEVERAL PROMINENT LOCAL AMER\CANS. THE NUMBER OF THESE UTIZENS 

WHO, AT SOME TIME N THE PAST,WITl"-\OUT 
11
RE.COGNIZING VASQUEZ, HAD 

GIVEN HIM SHELTER FROM A STORM OR A HASTY KITCHEN-DOOR MEAL WAS 

SURPRISING I (VAsQuE2 HAO BEEN FOND OF A CERTAIN SAN JosE LADY'S 

PANCAKES AHO AFTER EACH SUCH A BREAKFAST ALWAYS LEFT A GOLD PIECE 

UNDER H S PLA1E ~ 

MANY \/\SITORS WERE NO DOUBT PROMPTED EITHER BY A NATURAL 

CUR OSITY OR PLAIN DESIRE TO MEET AT LAST THIS ROGUE FACE TO FACE 

(AND PARTICULARLY IN SUCH FAVORABLE CIRCUMSTANCES). WITHOUT EXCEPTION, 

HE MET "THEM W11H POLITENESS A~O AffA B LITY Bur AN EO\TOR OF A 

PROM NENT SAN JosE. NEWSPAPER TOOK BITTER EXCEPTION TO SUCH LAVISH 

PUBLIC AHENTION HE WROTc,''As LONG AS VASQUEZ, THE VULGAR,COWARDLY 
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ASSASSIN AND ROBBER WAS AT LARGE, THE CRY WAS 'oowNWITH HIM'' 

BUT HE NO SOONER IS BROUGHT DOWN THAN AN EXCEEDINGLY VULGAR 
I 

SENTIMENT DISCLOSES ITSELF, COMMISERATING THE RENEGADE, AND 0H-
POOR-FELLOWING' HIM FOR SORT OF A BLOODY, BOLO AND RESOLUTE HERO 

~ ,, 
OF DELIGHTFUL ROMANCE! HARSH WORDS THESE, BUT WE MUST ADMIT A 

TRAPPED WOLF ATTRACTS MORE SYMPATHY THAN A WILD ONE AHO IN 

MANY RESPECTS, THERE HAD BEEN A SURPRISING SOFTENING OF PUBLIC 

ATTITUDE. 

MEANWHILE CHAVEZ VICIOUSLY CARRIED ON H\S FALLEN LEADER'S 
OEPREDA110NS. AFTER VASQUEZ WAS SENTENCED, THE TOWN OF HOLLISTER 
RECEIVED A PROCLAMATION SIGNED BY 'tLEOVARO CHAVEZ &co:' IK IT CHAVEZ 

CONFESSED TO ALL THE MURDERS ATTRIBUTED TO VASQUEZ AND SWORE THAT 

IF VASQUEZ WAS EXECUTED HE WOULD DESCEND ON THE TOWN WITH A 

VENGEANCE SURPASSING MURIETA AT THE T\ME,IT WAS ACCEPTED AS 

A SERIOUS THREAT; LATER IT WAS CONSIDERED THE POSSIBLE PRODUCT 

OF SOME WAG. (HAVEZ MOVED TO KERN (OUNT'< ANO CARRIED ON SUCH 
VIOLENCE THAT GOVERNOR RoMUALOO PACHECO SET A LARGE REWARD FOR 
HIS CAP1URE. THE TRAlL BECAME TOO HOT AND (HA\/EZ FLED TO ARIZONA 

WHERE ALLEGE.OL'l HE WAS KILLED IN "THE FALL OF 1875 BY A FORMER VICT\M 

ON MARCH \2TH.1HE SUPREME (OURT REFUSED THE APPEAlOF VASQUEi 

ATTORNE'l'S.1ELEGRAPHED APPEALS FROM PROMINENT CITIZENS AND STATE 
OFFICIALS POIITTEO OUT THE GRAVE DANGER OF GENERAL REPRISALS. ALL 
SUCH PLEAS WERE Fl RML'< DENIED BY GOVERNOR PACHECO. THEREUPON 
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SHERIFF ADAMS PREPARED FOR THE FINAL EVENT. THE (OUNTY HAO NO 

GALLOWS SO ONE WAS BORROWED FROM SACRAMENTO, RECENTLY SUCCESSFULLY 

TESTED ON THREE MURDERERS. IT WAS ASSEMBLED N THE COURTYARD AND WAS 

SURROUNDED BY A HIGH BOARD FENCE SCREEN NG IT FROM nRST STREET AND 
MARKET STREET. 

ON THE NIGHT OF MARCH 17TH., SHERIFF ADAMS, SAWYER, FOOTE, BEERS, 

COLLINS ANO OTHERS SPENT SEVERAL HOURS WliH VASQUEZ GIVING HIM THE 

OPPORTUN TY FOR ANY FINAL CONFESSION HE MIGHT WISH 10 MAKE. VASQUEZ 
WAS CHEERFUL AND TALKATIVE, RECOUNTING DETAILS OF HIS CAPTURE ANO 

EXPLAINING LONG STANDING MYSTERIES OF HIS PAST EXPLOITS HE DENIED ANY 

SERIOUS RELATIONS WITH LEIVA'S WIFE ROSARIA* HE CONTINUED TO PLACE 

FULL BLAME ON LEIVA AND MOREHO. HE DEN ED THAT HE WAS EVER DRUNK 

BEFORE OR AFTER ANY OF HIS ROBBERIES; ON THE CONTRARY HE HAD AL'IJAYS 

STOOD WATCH WH LE HIS MEN REVELED! As ALWA't'S,HE DENIED EVER KILL

ING A MAN. EVEN AT THIS LATE HOUR HIS PREVIOUS REPUTA110N FOR PREVARICATION 
PERMITTED THESE STATEMENTS LITTLE CREDENCE. 

WHEN ASKED IF HE WISHED TO PLACE ANY FINAL STATEMENTS IN WRITING, 
HE ALLEGEDLY DICTATED TWO, ONE TO THE FATHERS AHO MOTHERS OF 

CALIFORNIA'' AND ANOTHER ''ro MY FORMER Assoc ATEs:' IT MUST BE CON

CEDED THAT "THESE WERE BOTH SCHOLARLY £5SAYS ANO MAY HAVE REFLECTED 
THE DOOMED BANDIT'S NEWLY CONCEIVED PHILOSOPHY OF LIFE BUT THEIR 

ELEVATED, RHETORICAL TONES STRONGLY INDICAiED THE NFLUENCE OF, OR 

MORE LIKEL'<,THE R ACTUAL COMPOSrTION BY SHER FF ADAMS, ATTORNE'< 

COLLINS OR FATHER SERDA. NEVERTHELESS, VASQUEZ DID APPROVE THEIR 
CONTENTS ALTHOUGH HE REFUSED TO S16N THEM. 

COURiESY
SAN ~IOSE 

LAHDMARK5 
SAMPLE OF VASQUEZ HANOWRIT/N(J FOUND IN tl/S JAIL CELL (OMMISSION 

* /7 WAS COMMON RUNOR Tl/AT AFTER THE TRIAL~BDONLEIVA, TO AVO!O REPRISALS, TOOK 
SHIP FOR CHILE, NEVER TOBE HEARD FR0/'1 AGAIN. Bur HIS ORR05ARIA's DEFINITE FATE 15 l/NKNOWN. 
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BY SCRAPS OF PAPER IN THE HANDS OF A COLLECTOR 11 IS KNOWN THAT 

VASQUEZ WROTE POETRY OF ABOVE AVERAGE QUALITY AND DURING THE LAST 

DA't'S OF HIS IMPRISONMENT DEC\OEO TO WRITE THE ENTIRE STORY OFHIS LIFE. 

Bur FOR VASQUEZ MONOTONY WP6 DEADLY, ADVENTURE WAS THEONLYTOHIC 
OF LIFE. THE SHADOWS OF1HE GALLOWS HUHGTOO DARKLY. OVER AND OVER 

HE WROTE OHE LINE ''RECUEROOS Y MEMORIAS OE llBURC/0 VASQUEZ." 
FINAllY HE ADDED 

11

A.D10S
11

ANO WROTE NO MORE 

HE EXPRESSED A DESIRE TO SEE HIS COFFIN.ACCORDINGLY,TRUEMAN 

& WOODROW, UNDERTAKERS, BROUGHT AN EXCEPTIONALLY Fll'IE COFFIN 

INTO HIS CELL, PRICE $50 AND CONSIDERED QUITE EXTRAVA6AHT IN THOSE 

DAYS. VASQUEZ WAS SAID TO HAVE EXAMINED IT CAREFUlLY, PRESSED 
THE SATIN CUSHIONS AND REMARKED, ''I CAN SLEEP HERE FOREVER WELL~ 
HE THEN TRIED ON A NEW PAIR OF TROUSERS AND COMPLAINED THAT THEY 

WERE TOO TIGHT. UPON REFlECTlOH HE QUICKLY APOL061ZED,5AYING 
" . THAT HE WOULD NOT HAVE TO USE THEM MUCH. ON THE OA'{ BEFORE THE 

EXECUTION, VASQUEZ RECEIVED A CONSTANT Fl.OW OF VISITORS AND TELE
GRAMS, ONE FROM A FAMOUS EVANGELIST OF THE DAY. SHORTLY BEFORE 

MIDNIGHT VASQUEZ CHATTED WITH SHER FF ADAM'S SON, HIS GUARD 

FOR THE LAST NIGHT., SMOKED A CIGAR AND WAS REPORTED TO HAVE 

FALLEN \NTO A DEEP 51.EEP. 

SHERIFF'S OFFICE, } 

County of Santa Cla-ra. ~ 

San, :Jose, March/( ... 1875 

To ... fZ,~6?~ ......... ~~ 
SlR.- Pursuant to the Statute in sucb cases you a-re 

hereby invited to be present at the execution of Tiburcio Vasciuez, 
attheJail of saids County, in San Jose, on the 19th day of March, 
A. D. 1875, at 1 :30 o'dock P . M. 

J H. ADAMS, Sheriff. 

rRESE}iT A.'t JAIL iN'rl'lA.NCE, NoT t.aANSF.ERAB:LE 

~ 
ONEOFTHE 
400 PASSE.510 
THE EXECUTION 

COURTESYOF THE 
WELLS FARGO BANK 
HISTORY ROOM 

1iBUR(IO VASQUEZ ROSE" EARLY ON HIS LAST OAY,MARCH 19.,1875, DRESSED 

CAREFULL'{ AND ATE A HEARTY BREAKFAST. HE SPENT THE ENTIRE 
FORENOON W\1H HIS RELATIVES WHO EXH\B\TED SUCH It-HENSE EMOT

IONS THAT THESE LAST HOURS COULD HAVE BEEN H\S WORST PUNISHMENT. 

THE VAST CROWD \-\AD ARR\VEO EARLY. SPECIAL PASSES BEARING A 
" ~ NOT TRANSFERABLE CLAUSI: HAD BEEN PRINTED FOR 1HE FAVORED 400 THAT 
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COULD CROWD NTO THE SMALL COURTYARD. foR THE 'LESS FAVORED: 

TREES AND HOUSE10PS SERVED AS BALCONIES FOR THIS ONE-ACT TRAGEDY. 

THE SAN JosE MERCURY OF MARCH 20, 1a1s
1 

REAo,''THE ATTENDANCE 

OF REPORTERS WAS GREATER THAN A1 ANY EXECUTION ON THE COAST. fVERY 
LEADING PAPER HAD A REPRESENTA11VE. SEVERAL EASTERN JOURNALS HAD 

REPORTERS PRESENT. AMONG THE LATTER WAS A MISS A. MITTLIER WHO 
CAME ALL THE \J.JAY FROM (ANADA,, SHE OCCUPIED (As A SPECIAL POINT OF 

VANTAGE) A SEAT ON THE ROOF OF THE JAIL. THIS NEWSPAPER ALSO LISTS 

THE PRESENCE OF 13 SHERIFFS ~OM ALL POINTS IN CALIFORNIA WITH SIX 

SHER\FFS FROM ADJO\NIN6 COUNTIES STANDING ON THE SCAFFOLD. 

11 
THROUGHOU1 THE CITY OF 9800 IHHAB\TANTS, RUMORS WERE RAMPANT, 

A LIBERATION 1UNNEL lS BEING DUG FROM AN ADOBE ACROSS MAR~ET 

STREET ( ,, A RESCUE PARTY, A SMALL ARMY OF MEXICANS IS APPROACH-

ING THE JAIL!'' MEX\CANS WERE NATURALLY DRAWN TO SAN JOSE IN 

GREAT NUMBERS BUT THEY WERE WELL BEHAVED ANO THERE WERE NO 
SIGNS Of ORGANIZED VIOLENCE. THE MAJORITY PERHAPS DEPLORED THE 

UNDESERVED RACIAL STIGMA OF THE MOMENT AND WERE WELL SATISFIED 

TO SEE IT QUICKLY PASS. 

AT NOON SHERIFF ADAMS DECIDED TO READ A LENGTHY DEATH WARRANT 

TO VASQUEZ IH HlS CELL NSTEAO OF PROLONGING HIS PUBLIC APPEARANCE 

LEGAL PHRASES WERE EXPLAINED FOR HIM AND HE NODDED HIS HEAD 

AT NTERVALS. AT THE CONCLUS\ON SHERIFF ADAMS SAID,
11

T1 BURCIO, ,, I/A ,, 
THE TIME HAS COME. LL RIGHT, HE REPLIED AND THEN SHOOK HANDS 

W1TH THE GROUP OF OFFICERS AND JAILERS SURROUNDING HIM1THANKING 

THEM INDIVIDUALLY FOR 1HEIR KINDNESS DURING THE LONG MONTHS OF 

IMPRISONMENT. IN THE CITY SALOONS,THE ARGUMENTS, EVEN THE BETS, 
HINGED ON THE TEST OF VASQUEz'COURAGE ANO ,.GAMENESS' AT THIS MOMENT. 

VASQUEZ, CARRYING A SMALL CRUCIFIX, WAS FLANKED LEFT AND 

RIGHT BY THE SHERIFF AND PRIEST. As THE TRIO MOUNTED THE 13 

STEPS A HUSH FELL OVER THE CROWD. THE PRIEST ADMINISTERED 

THE LAST RITES, VASQUEZ CALMLY REMOVED HIS COAT,COLLAR AND 
Tl E AND HE WAS BOUND WITH STRAPS. AT 12:35 THE NOOSE WAS 
QU CKLY ADJUSTED, THE BLACK CAP READIED AND WITH HIS LAST WORD 

1

'PRONTO/'VASQUEZ PLUNGED INTO THE PAGES OF OUTLAW HISTORY. 

~B 



HIS 'YEARS OF CUNNING AVOIDANCE OF THE LAW HAD CARRIED A COMMON 

BELIEF N HIS COWARDICE. WITNESSING OFFICERS AND CITIZENS WERE ALL 

ASTOH\SHED AT HIS COURAGE ON THIS F\NAL DAY. 

To SHOW THE DEPTH OF INTENSE GRIEF OF THE DISTRAU<.iHT VASOUfl. FAMILY 

MEMBERS, AUSTEN WARBURTON OF SANTA (LARA TELLS OF HIS PIONEER 

GRANDFATHER, DOCTOR H.H.WARBURTON, THE FIRST PRACTIS\NG PHYSICIAN 
IN SANTA (LARA IN 18'-t 8 THE DOCTOR HAD LONG CARED FOR MEMBERS 

OF THE VASQUEZ FAM LY AND THEY WORSH\PPED THIS K NDL't MAN. IN THESE 
TORTUROUS HOURS OF GRIEF AND IN THEIR UTTER HELPLESSNESS THEY TURNED 

TOH M. IMMEDIA1ELY AFTER THE EXECUTION, WOULD HE PLEASE CALL AT 
THEIR HOME, STUD'( ,HE VERTEBRAE DISLOCATION AND THE POSSIBILITY OF 

RESUSCITATION? MOVED BY THEIR DESPERATE PLEAS THEIR FRIEND AGREED. 

DOCTOR WARBURTON MADE THE FUTILE CALL. 

IN THE MODEST SANTA (LARA C01TAGE OF A RELATIVE, GUADALUPE BEE, 
TIBURCIO VASQUEZ, SPi.ENOlDL'1 DRESSED, LAY IN STATE LIKE A MARTYRED 

HERO. GROUPS OF RELATIVES AND 1HE EVER-CURIOUS PUBLIC DRIFTED SILENTLY 

N AND OU1 FOR A LAST LOOK AT THE FAMOUS BANDIT. 

IN AN ELABORATE FUNERAL PROCESSION, THE NEXT DAY THEY FOLLOWED 

H M TO HIS GRAVE IN A SANTA (LARA (EMETER'<. IT WAS HERE FOR SEVERI-\L 

N GHTS HS GR EF STRICKEN 5 STER MAR\A INSISTED ON MA\NTAINING A 

A LON EL'< \JIG\ L. F\NALLY EXHAUS1ED') OTHER FRIENDS TOOK HER PLACE. 

THEY FEARED A GHOULISH REPETITION OF THE GHASTl.Y MURIETA AFTER

MATH. TO REASSURE AND QU\E1 SUCH FEARS, ON MARCH 25TH.1HE GRAVE 

AND COFFIN WERE OPENED. THE BAND\T WAS UNDISTURBED. HE WAS 

iHEN RETURNED TO THE EARTH,AS TIBURCIO VAS~UEZ HAO SO HOPEFULLY 
~ ~ 

PROPHESl ED, TO REST FOREVER WELL. 

a 
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EPILOGUE 
~ 

N A RECENT MEMOR AL DAY, THE WRITER, NOT MMUNE TO MORB D 
'"•ni.\. .... CONTEMPLATION, WANDERED THROUGH "THIS NEARBY SANTA CLARA 

(A"THOLIC CEMETERY. 1HE GRAVES Of MANY OF THE VALLEY'S ALMOST 

FORGOTTEN P ONEERS WERE DECORATED WITH FLOWERS. FOLLOWING THE 

COURSE OF COMMON HABrT, OUR DEPAR1\NG STEPS \NERE DRAWN TO 
THAT NORTHWEST CORNER TO HALT BEFORE A RESPECTABLE MONUMENT 

NOW REPLAC NG THE OR\G\ NAL REDWOOD CROSS. THE INSCRIPTION S\MPl'Y 
,, \ I ,, L 

READS, TIBURCIO vASQUEZ 1835-1875-REST IN PEACE. OVERS OF ,,. 
ROMAN11C EPITAPHS MIGHT WELL WISH FOR AN ADDEO LINE, THE ROBIN ,, 
Hooo OF CALIFORNIA. BUT NE\1HER HOPEFUL RESEARCH OR MELLOWING 

PASSAGE OF 'YEARS W\Ll EVER SO PERMIT. THOUGH HIS TRUE CHARACTER 
1S MYSTERIOUSLY SHROUDEO,TlBURCIO VASQUEZ STILL RIGHTFULL'< WEARS 

THE OUTLAW'S BRANO. 

Bur FRIENDLESS AND ALMOST FORGOTTEN? 

ON THIS MEMORIAL 0A'< NEARLY A CENTURY LATER, THERE BELOW THE 

HEADSTONE \~ A GLASS FRUIT JAR WAS A FRESH BOUQUET OF MARIGOLDS. 
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