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Was the RELIC OF FORT TEJON 
a miracle or mirage? 

. Maverick had to find out. 



A Bluff ■ 

IS Called 
LADY LUCK deals Bret Ma.verick 
a strange hand ... one that means 
plenty of trouble! 

But as a man of chance, he faces 
the situation, stacking his skills 
against desperate odds; 

and with the help of a strange 
companion, he carries the battle to 
the desert and a hot, dry reckoning! 
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I 'VE GOT A FULL
BLOODED ARABIAN 
MOUNT 1 I'LL PUT 
HER UP AGAINST 
YOUR iWO HUNDRED 
RAISE! 

IM PORTED ARABIAN ? 
IF SHE'S THAT, YOU'VE 

GOT A DEAL! 

NE DAY IN THE TOWN 
OF CLAYVILLE .... 

. I'M TAPPED OUT, MAVERICK ••• 
I CAN'T CALL YOUR RAISE WITH 
CASH ..• ·suT I'D LIKE TO OFFER 
YOU A BUSINESS PROPOSITION'! 

SHE'S PURE
BLOODED! 

I'LL STAND 
BEHlND EVERY 

WORD! 

,., 



THREE SORRY,· BUT IT LOOKS LI KE 
ACES ! THE MONEY AND THE 

. · ARABIAN ARE BOTH 
----. .MINE! 

SHE'S NOT VE~Y Ml STER ••• YOU JUST 
PRE'TTY , BUT SHE ROBBED ME OF TWO 
DOES HAVE ijfCE HUNDRED DOLLARS! 

·EYES, DOESN'T SHE? I THOUGHT YOU 
WERE PUTTING UP 
A HORSE! . 

f'ON1 T TAKE IT 
SO HARD~ THE 
WHOLE TRICK 
15 iO KEEP 
SMILING t 

HMMMPFH! WELL, AS 
SOON AS WE GET TO T~E 
LIVERY CORRAL, WE'LL 
SEE IF YOU CAN PRAC'TlCE 
· WHAT YOU PREACH t 

. I NEVER SAID SHE WAS A HORSE, JUST 
A MOf./Nr. . . AND Lll(E YOU ~ID 
YOURSELF ,MAVERICK, A MAN15 GOT 
TO KEEP SMILING! THE FACT IS, 
FATIMA NOW BELONGS TO YOU ! 



WELL, OLD GlRL, I'VE WON A LOT OF 
STRANGE PRIZES IN M'I DAY,· BUT 'fOU 
TOP iHEM ALU lT SEEMS THE ONLY 
THING TO DO IS FIND YOU A DECENT 
HOME BEJ:ORE I. PULL UP STAKES ~ 

THEN TAk'E HER AND J:O~ET J : '.'' 
THE MONEY! )'OU DON'T HAVE ,_., · 
TO PAY ME A CENT! --- . 



LOOKS LIKE THINGS ARE 
GOING FULL BLAST! 

YOU NEVER GO ANYWHERE 
WliHOUT A REASON, BRET, · 
BlJJT FOR NOW I :r: WON'T P~! 
COME ON lNS\PE ! I'D Ll~E 

YOU TO MEET CARL ! 



CARL, ,HIS IS AN .OLD 
FRIEND OF M\NE I 

BRET MAVERICK! 
MR, MAVERICK ... ., 
CAl<L JIM50~, MV 

. ~IANCt:! 

I CAN'T ASK FOR WHY NOT RIGHT 
A BETTER DEAL NOW? I'LL EVEN 
THAN THAT t I SlT IN ON. THE GAME 
JUST MIGHT TRY e SE~lN6 AS HOW 

MY LUCK ! YOU'RE A FRIEND 
·. ' · OF DONNA'S~ 

WELCOME TO THE CASiNO, 
MAVERICK~ J: CAN'T PROMISE 
vou1LL w1N , BUT .:r: CAN 
PROMISE YOU A FAIR 

----· SHAKE! 



HOW MANY, 
MAVE~ICK? 

IF YOU DON'T MIND, .I'LL 
· CALL FOR A CUT t 

J: FIGURE .IF A MAN D0E5N1T WANT TO 
GIVE ME A CUT, HE MIGHT kN':.OW~·---· 
SOMETHING ABOUT Tl4E •DECK 
THAT I OON1T KNOW! ---

THE CARDS WERE 
CUT BEFORE THE 
DEAL! HOW MANY? 

ACCORDING 'TO MR. 
HOYLE'S RULE BOOK, 

A PLAYER'S 
ENTITLED TO CUT 
ANY TIME DURING 

THE GAME! 

I'M uUST YOU'RE PRESSING FOR 
CALLIN6 !='OR TROUBLE t AND we 

A CUT! SERVE ALL KINDS ••• 
CARD bR GUN TROUBLE! 

JUSrT NAME IT! 



WILL SOMEONE 
PLEASE GET THE 
DOCTOR ! HURRY! 

PLEASE MURRY! ., 

THEY'RE ALL LIKE MR. 
ALIKE! JUST JIMSON SAID .•• 

.I BROUGHT 
YOU SOME 

J=RESH 
COFFEE! . 

CHEAP THI 5 f:ELLOW 
TINHORNS! ' 



NO ••• BUT, B~ET ••• EVE~YONe UMMn. I 
IN TOWN SAYS YOU'ie JUST KIND OF 
WAITING TO GET ON YOUR LET THAT 
FEET SO YOU CAN GO SACK WORD GET 
AND t:IN\SM YOUR FIGHT ARO UNO! 

WITH CA~L ! 

LOOK, DONNA, .I TOLD YOU 
.I" HAD HEARD ABOUT JtMSON 
• ~. THAT'S WHY I CAME to 

·TOWN! HE'S,A CHEAT ••• 
AND I MEANT TO 
SHOW HlM UP! 

CARL ISN'T 
WHAT YOU 

SAY! YOU'RE 
WRONG ABOUT 

HIM! 

DON1T DO tT! 
FORGET 1n 
GO AWAYt 

THE MAN RIPPED 
A.MOLE IN MV 

SMOULDER! THAT'S 
HARD TO ~ORGET! 



WELL •• • I •• • UH, MAVE HEARD THAT YOU 
INTEND ·To ENGAGE IN A GUNFIGHT WITM 
M~. JIM SON • • • AND I THOUGHT lT MIGHT 
BE WISE TO HAVE YOU PAY IN ADVANCE • ~. 
I'M RESPONSIBLE F'OR ALL BILLS, YOU 
lc:NOW ••• THAT'S 11::t JOB! 

YOU'RE A ~EAL WORRlER ,M~. MAi~lS 1 

I CAN SEE THAT ••• BUT DON'T wo~~v. 
YOU 'LL GET YOUR MONEY! 

lT'~ A CAMEL , AS IW"'/ FOOL· 
CAN PLAINLY SEE ~ AND NOT 
uUST AN O~DtNARY CAMEL., 
BUT FATIMA, THE QUEEN OF 
THE PESERT t SHE'S AN 
OLD FRIEND OF MINE ! 

NO CAMELS 
ALLOWED, EH? 
SAY, DONNAa 

SILVER SPRINGS 
lS PRETTY CLOSE 

TO THE DESERT, 
iSN1T ITf, 

YES.,,. HENDE~SON'S 
WELL IS ·JUST TEN 

MILES OUTSl·DE OF 
TOWN! AFTER TMAT, 
&T'S JUST MILECS 
AND MILES OF 

DESERT! 



WELL, I. .. UH, 
THAi IS, I'LL 

JUST TRY BR\BING SOME 
SOFT-HEARTED F'ARMER t 
YOU CAN GO AS H\GH AS 
F'IFTY DOLLARS! 

I'M DRAKE, · YOU COME HIGHLY RECOMMENDED! 
, MR. JIMSON·t I NEED A MAN WHO IS A SPECIALIST! 

:r GOT YOUR 
MESSAGE! 

JUST NAME 
IT AND IT'S 
AS.GOOD AS 
DONE~ WHO 
DO :t GUN? 

HIS NAME 15 BRET 
MAVERICK·, BUT .I'VE 
GOT TO WARN 'IOU ••• 
HE'S NO SADDLE TRAMP! 
HE'S FAST WITH CARDS! 
MAYBE HE'S FAST WITH 

AGUN! 



HOLD IT, 
MAVERICK! 
WE'VE GOT 
A SCORE TO 
SEiTLE'! 

YOU'VE GOT THE WRONG 
MAN, FRIEND! STEP ASlDE! 
I'VE GOT BUSINESS 

INSIDE! 

YOU SEEM IN 
AN ALL-l=lRED 

HURRY TO 
GUNFIGHT, .. 

MISTER! 

HE NEXT DAY, BRET APPROACHES THE 
CASINO F'OR A SHOWDOWN WITH CARL 

YOU'VE GOT 
BUSINESS 
WrTH ME 
F.\RSTt 

J\MSQN ••. . 

I.'M BE'GINNING TO GET 
THE IDEA THE 'TWO 
THlNGS ARE Tl ED UP 
TOGETHER~ JIMSON 
HIRED YOU, DIDN1T HE? , 

THAT'S THE ONLV 
WAY TO SETTLE 
THING5 ••• NOW 
GO FOR YOU~ 
GUN OR I WlLL ! 



YOU · SEEM MIGHTY SURE OF 
YOURSE.LF ••• AND THAT PUTS 
ME IN A SPOT! .')'OU SEE:·, I'M 
NOT THE FASiEST GUN IN · 
THE WORLD! 

. ' .. :-

I F=l6URED YOU WERE PRETTY 
GOOD ••• THAT'S WHY l.'VE ALREADY 

GOT A DERINGER IN THIS HAT ••• 
POIN'TED RIGHT AT YOUR HEART! 

\.... l 



• I 

WHAT DO \IOU WANT ME NO, HE 
TO DO, STAND HERE AND WOULDN'T .... 
LET MIM GUN ME DOWN? ME'S NOT 

_ __..,.- THAT KlND ! 

..... 



•,: ... _ 

.DONNA! I 
DIDN'T KNOW 
YOU WERE 
IN THER~ t 

NO, I. WON'T GO ! PLEASE, DONNA.! GO 
J: WOt-J1T MA~E OUT AND TALK TO 
IT EASIER FOR HIMt MAYBE YOU 
'IOU TWO·FOOLS CAN CHANGE HIS 

TO KILL •--- MIND~ 
EACH OTHER! 

PLEASE GO AWAY, BRET! 
THERE'S BEEN ENOUGH 
SHOOilN6 ~ IT DOESN1T 

HELP ANYONE ! 

MAVERICK, WILL YOU 
HOLD YOUR F"IRE UNTIL 

THE LADY LEAVES? 

BE GLAD TO! 
SEND HER 

OUTt 

BRET ••• PLEASE SORRY, DONNA ••• 
BE SENSIBLE t THIS-HAND'S GOT TO 

BE PLAYED OUT! 



I. 



, •· ' 

STILL UNCONSCIOUS! THE 
DOC SAYS SHE MAY NEVER 
COME OUT OF IT~ IF SHE 
DOESN'T PULL "THROUGH I 

· YOU 1 LL . BE CHARGED WITH 
· . MURDER! 

AND SHE'S THE 
ONLY ONE WHO 
CAN TELL THE 
TRUTH ABOUT 

WHO FIRED 
1HA1 SHOT! 

SHE15 GETTING THE 
BEST OF CARE ! CARL 
JJMSON 1S EVEN 
RIDING TO DENTON 

TO GET A 
SPECIALIST! 

SHERIFF I YOU'VE GOT TO 
BELIEVE ME! JIMSON'S 

vou 1RE A 
FAST TALKER, 

MAVERICK, 
BUT NOT FAST 

ENOUG~! 

RUNNING OUT! RE'S 
AFRAID OF WHAT WILL 
HAPPEN IF DONNA. 
COMES TO! 

• 



BUT IT L001{S Ltk:E J: " 
HAVE NO CHOICE t 
THERE'S A POSSE 
BEHIND ME! .I'LL 
HAVE TO TAKE MY 
CHANCES. OUT ON 

THE DESE~Tl 

~~-~-·-·----



· f:EW HOURS LA'TER, ON 
'1'HE SCOl<CHfNG DESERT. •• 

J:'Ve PUSHED 'IOU HARD ENOUGH, 
FELLOW,,, GET GOING t I'LL MAKE IT "'.""------"""7."'""1 THE REST OF THE 

WAY ON S:OOT ! 



WHAT ??? MAVERICK'S ON A CAMEL! 

.. ~ . 

'\ --- -~ 

. ' 
✓ 





THERE l~N1T ANVTH1N6 
FA-rt.MA CAN1T DO! 

--



MUCM OBLIGED, 
MAVElllCK t DONNA 
CAME TO AND TOLD 
US WHO SHOT HER ! 
SHE'S GOING TO BE 

ALL RIGHT~ 

THA"T'S GOOD 
NEWS! 1'LL GO 
OVER AND SEE 
HER BEt=ORE 

.I LEAVE TOWN! 

:T DONNA'S HOME... ONE TMING 
I DON'T KNOW 'YOU'VE GOT TO 
WHA lio /\V B I KNOW, DONNA ••• 

:T SM,, RET, MIS SHOOTING YOU 
YOU CERTAlNLY V'r'A5 AN ACCIDENT' 
~~f i~ia~ A BUT Al=TER IT WAS. 
MAN C'ARL W'"S I DONE, HE JUST SAW 

"" • A CHANCE TO BLAME 
---- 1T ON ME AND SAVE 

1-115 OWN SK\N ! 

IlVE GOT A ,LADY FRIEND 
I'D LIKE YOU TO LOOK I 

AFTER WHEN .I RIDE 
OUT! FINV HER A 

NICE HOME! 



HEY, MISTER ••• THAT 
HAPPENS TO 8E THE 
SPOT WHERE I HITCH 

AIIY HORSE! 

OH? SEEMS LIKE 
THERE'S PLE'NTY 

OF ROOM FOR 
EVERYBODY~ 

UNLESS THIS TOWN IS A ~or MISTER' I 
DIFFERENT FROM ANY OTHER, GUESS 'IOU 
THERE'S NO LAW AGAINST JUST DON'T 
HITCHING UP WHEREVER. I HEAR 
WANT TO!· MY HORSE S7:4YS WELL ••• 
WHERE ITIS ~ 

A BARBERSHOP! IT'LL SURE FEEL 
600D TO GET A SHAVE AND CHAN6E 

INTO SOME CLEAN CLOTMES· ! 

THAT'S BES'I DE THE 
POINT ! \ NO S'.APOLt 
7~AMP:S- HITCHING 
UP IN MY SPOT t 

' \/ 

YOU'D BETTER 
MOYE YOUR 
MORSE, ST~ANGER ! 

·-... .... 



AND!t.J 
SECONDS 
lT SALL. 
OVE •• • 

'I 



t ' 

SHORTLY, lNSIDE THE BARBERSHOP.~ . 

MORNING, JED! MiND IF I 
SPEAK ro YOUR CUSTOMER 

A MINUTE? 

I HARDLY KNOW THEM! THEY 
HAVE BEEN NOTHtNG BUT 

TROUBLEMAl<ERS SINCE THEY 
c:AMETO TOWN' UNTIL NOW, 

NOBODY HAD THE NERVE TO 
STAND UP ,:o THEM !· YOU 
PLANNlN6 ON STAYING IN 
PECOS JUNCTIQl$J? . 

PERSONAL, 
MlS1ER •• • BUT 
·woRTH A 
7HOt/S"ANP 

t'OLLARS 
TO YOU! 

MV NAME'S J.P. WALKER . M\STER. ! I 
SAW THE VVA'/ 'IOU HANDLED YOURSELF 

OUTSIDE t 
If." THOSE TWO WERE 
FRIENDS OF YOURS, I'M 

AFRAID I STILL CAN1T 
BE SORRY! 

I THOUGHT YOU MIGHT BE 
IN'TE~ESTED IN A .LlTTLE . 
BUSINESS PROPOSITION ! 
I'LL BE OVER AT MY O~l=lCE 
WHE~ YOU FINISH UP HERE! 

WHAT i _ ~. · 

M'No -oF 
BUStNEss·? 

I. COULD , MIGHT BE WORTH LOOKING 
SURE USEA INTO, MISTER . •e THAT MAA 
THOUSAND HAS' \T, TOO ! HE'S 
DOLLARS! OWNE~ OF THE PECOS 

CREEK MlN\NG AND _,., 
DEVELOPMENT COMPANY! 



LATER,IN THE MINING COMPANY OFFICE ••• 

I THINK YOU'LL WAIT A MINUTE! I 
BE MORE THAN HAVEN'T ACCEPTED 

HAPPY V0U YET! JUST WHAT DO 
ACCEPTED MV .I HAVE TO DO TO 

OFFER... EA~N THIS MONEY? 

YOU SEEM 
SURPRISED! 

DO YOU 
KNOW HIM? 

I'vE WORKED HARD TO GE.T Tl415 COMPANY 
OF M\NE STARTED! ALMOST EVER.YO~E lN 
TOWN HAS INVESTED MONEY IN ln IN TWO 
MORE WEEKS I SHOULD HAVE ALL THE 
STOCK SOLD ••• 

I'VE .MEr HIM, 
YES ••• HE ALWAYS 
SEEMED A RATHER 

NICE SORT OF 
PERSON TO ME ••• 
I SORT OF 
LIKED ~IM! 

JUST WHAT HAS 
THAT GOT TO DO 

WITH ME? 

HE'S J:0OLED A LOT 
OF PEOPLE ! BUT AT 
LEAST YOUR KNOWING 
HIM WILL MAKE IT A 

LOT EASIER! I 
HAVEN'T THE VAGUEST 

IDEA WHAT HE 
. LOOKS LI KE ! 



BUT IF YOU KNOW SO 
MUCH ABOUT THIS MAt-J, 
WHY ARE YOU AFRAID 
OF HIM ? WHAT COULD 
HE POSSIBLY DO TO HURT 
A R£SPFCTA8t.G 
MAN U k'E YOU? 

I'M AFRAID THERE ARE A LOT 
.OF THINGS THAT PUZZLE ME 
ABOUT THIS .•• BUT THE 
THOUSAND DOLLARS IS A 
LOT OF MONEY! IT:S A 

OGAt.l 

IF ANYONE CAN HELP ME 
l='IND OUT WHAT THIS 15 
ALL ABOUT I IT'S CY 

MULLENS! 



JUST WHAT DO ONLY WHAT I HEAR •• 
YOU KNOW ABOUT GUESS I 'M AeOUT THE 

WALKER? ONLY ONE AROUND 
THAT HASNiT INVESYEP 

l 'THIS MINE OF HlS! 

: IF nus MINE IS so 
VALUABLE, IT SEEMS 
THAT WALKER COULD 

RAISE TME MONEY 
HIMSELF. .. . WITHOUT ~ 
HAVING TO SELL TO 50 ~i 
MANY PEOPi.iE ! ;:;. 

JUST WHAT .I 
FIGURED, MY BOY! 
lF YOU ASK ME , 

HE'S GOT NO \
MORE MINE 

THAN Z 
J.IAVE! 



NO WONDER ME WANTS 
VOU OUT OF THE WAY ' 
HE ~IGURES YOU 
COULD EXPOSE HIM 
FOR WHAT HE 
REALLY 15 ! 

.I'D UlcCE ABOUT Fl~TY F 
THESE PRLNTED UP • IN 
~'4RG£, B~ACK TYPE 1 

:t WANT 10 BE SURE THAT 
EVERYONE CAN READ IT! 

THAT 
AFiERNOON, 

SREi . 
LEAVES 

THE 
PRINT 
SHOP 
WITH , 
HIS 

POSTERS ••• 

JUMPIN' vEHOSHAPHAT' 
nus 15 GOING TO SET 

THE TOWN ON 
ITS EAR' 



lHOSE ARE THE VERY WORDS 
YOU USED TO .DESCRIBE BRET 
MAVERICK, MR. WALKER ••• 
AND YOU SAlD HE WAS 
THOSE THINGS! .I ONLY 
POSED THE QUE.Sr/ON/· 

.I'D SUGGEST YOU TAKE CARE OF 
ALL YOUR CUSTOMERS, MR. WALKER 
•.• SEEMS LIKE THEY WANT Plf'OOF 
OF YOUR Ml Ne ••• OR THElR 
MONE'Y BACK.' 

5OMET'41NG 
WRONG, Mfe. 
WAL~ER? 
YOU LOOK 

SlCKt 

WHAT'S THE MEANING 
OF THIS? HOW DARE YOU 
PUT UP THESE VICIOUS 

L.IES? 

SWINDLER! CHEAT! 
GIVE US BACK OUR 

MONEY! 



ORTLY, AT THE REAR 
THE MINE Ol=F'ICE, •• 

SOUNDS LIKE YOU'RE 
IN ,ROUBLE, WALKER 
••• MAYBE WE COULD 

HELP YOU! 

ALKER REAl.'.rZES THAT THIS MIGMT . 
BE HIS ONLY CHANCE ••• 

ALL RIGHT! YOU WIN! WE'LL TAKE 
HERE'S FIVE·HUNDRED CARE OF 
~OLLARS ! KEEP THEM EVERYTHINS ••• 
BUSY WHILE I GET OUT 

OUT FOR MAVcR/CK/ 
OF HERE ••• AND WATCH j I 

IF' YOU PLAN ON T~YIN6 UNLESS OF 
TO GET PAST THAT CROWD COURSE YOU 
OUT FRONT,YOU'LL NEED PLAN ON 
HELP ••• NOW IF we WERE S'HOWINS 
TO NEI.P YOU GET AWAY... THOSE 

PEOPLE YOUR 
MINE ••• ? 



,WALKER SPURS 
OUT FAST 8UT 

MAVERICK 
DRAWS HIS 
GU ,AlMSAT 

THE WIRES 
CSUPPORTlNG 
A WOODEN 

SIGN ••• 

S1i P, WALl(E~ ! 
YOU CAN'T GE 

AWAY NOW! 

THAT'S WHAT 
YOU HINK, 

MAVERICK! 



"Here's my answer to fast shuffle artists and quick

trigger Johnnies: a hideout derringer that clips on to 

my shirt cuff. With a coat on, it can't be seen. Don't 

get me wrong; I don't want to hide anything. It's just 

that people figure a man who sits down at a card table 

with a big six-gun strapped to his hip is someone 

looking for trouble - and that kind usually finds it!" 



NEVER play around construction work, 
broken glass, fire, or rocks. 
NEVER play in a street or road. 

NEVER run between ~arked cars. 

NEVER run with sharp objects in hand. 

NEVER chase a ball into the street. 

ALWAYS play in a playground, backyard, 
or other approved play area. 
ALWAYS clear away broken glass, rocks 
and other dangerous things before playing. 
ALWAYS hold on with both hands when 
climbing. 
ALWAYS avoid strange dogs. 

HERE~ ANOTI-IER SMART IDEA ... 
Here' a well-ta ting treat that really la t ... 

Juicy Fruit Gum. Chewing it help 


